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              2008 Thanksgiving Day Parade Participants 
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The Spirit of St. Louis Samoyed Club meets at 7:00 pm 
the 2nd Monday  of each month, except for August and 
December because of special events. 
 
The club meetings are held at Airedale Antics  (dogs 
welcome!), 7328 Manchester Ave., Maplewood, MO 
63143 (www.airedaleantics.com) unless otherwise 
noted. 
 
Officers: 

President:  Bill Szalkowski 
Vice President:  Carolyn Herkstroeter 
Secretary:  Marta DeMerath 
Treasurer:  Brian Hantsbarger 

 
Board Members: 
 Sarah Dashner 
 Paul DeMerath 

Suzanne Devaney 
Stan Neimann 

 Kelly Thuet 
 
Web Site:  www.stlsamoyed.com 
 
Samoyed Update Editor:   Paul DeMerath 
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Monday, February 9, 2009, 7:00 pm  
Our regularly scheduled club meeting, to be held at 
Airedale Antics, 7328 Manchester Ave., Maplewood, 
MO.   
 

Monday, March 9, 2009, 7:00 pm  
Our regularly scheduled club meeting, to be held at 
Airedale Antics, 7328 Manchester Ave., Maplewood, 
MO.   
 

Monday, April 13, 2009, 7:00 pm  
Our regularly scheduled club meeting, to be held at 
Airedale Antics, 7328 Manchester Ave., Maplewood, 
MO.   
 

Sunday, April 26, 2009  
Super Sammy Sunday/Dog of the Week at the AKC 
Museum of the Dog, 1721 South Mason Rd., St. Louis, 
MO.  Contact Carolyn at herkcmw@att.net for more 
information. 
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Thanks from St. Louis Samoyed Rescue to the Spirit of St. 
Louis Samoyed Club for several things. 
 

FOR sponsoring the dinner and auction in January every 
year, when the auction proceeds go to Rescue.  This year, 
the auction brought in $698.  People were very generous 
in their bids. 
 

FOR supporting us financially every so often when we 
come to them hat in hand, so to speak.  The Club doesn't 
have to do this, and the members of Rescue appreciate it. 
 

FOR basically making Rescue a partner in the Club, 
and assisting us in many other ways.  Many of us are 
members of both groups, and I feel we work very well 
together for our mutual benefit. We, in St. Louis who enjoy 
this friendly relationship, may almost take it for granted, 
but some other clubs and rescues are not so fortunate. 
 

Of course, I realize that we are all wonderful, intelligent, 
sensible, cooperative, creative, sensitive people, as well 
as being attractive, talented, articulate. . . well, maybe I 
got carried away there, but you get the idea.   
 

Anyway, I, for one, think we are quite lucky. 
 

- Jackie Parchman 
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It is 2009 and it surprises me to look back and 
recognize the many accomplishments of our club during 
2008.    
 
But before I do the laundry list of the past year, I want to 
recognize the efforts of key people who keep the Club 
going.  First and foremost for this year, have been Paul 
and Marta.  I know that I, like most of you, are really 
busy, but Paul and Marta always find the time to make 
sure the Club moves forward in spite of my leadership.  
Airedale Antics (Tony and Sheri) for assisting us 
throughout the year by allowing us the use of their store 
for our meetings and for assisting the Club in numerous 
other areas.  Stan and Donna, I appreciate your 
willingness to step up when others couldn’t.  Carl and 
Carolyn, you’re the modern history of the club.  Your 
advice and directions temper our activities and your 
participation continues to be critical.  Everyone else, I 
don’t mean to ignore you, but you are like Di and I.   
I truly appreciate everything you do and as we go 
forward, I ask you to do even more.    
 
Our club and our activities may appear inadequate or 
lacking to some, but we do make a difference.  Every 
day I think of Max, Casper, Dakota and all of your 
wonderful dogs and the people that they have touched, 
and realize how truly lucky I am to have met all of you.   
I often get confused on the line between our Club and 
Rescue, but in my mind we do not work in a dissimilar 
direction. The future is for us to determine.  Take a 
leadership role.  If what we have done doesn’t meet 
your expectations - change it.  I am excited about our 
new members; questioning why and what.   We all need 
that passion.  Regardless if you’re the President, 
Treasurer, or a member (the other jobs will come soon), 
we play a role and dictate the future.  Get excited about 
2009.  I am. 
 
-  January:   At our Club Holiday Banquet, members  
   were recognized for their volunteer efforts and dogs  
   were given certificates for titles earned during 2007.  
   We discussed 2008 and identified dates that  
   impacted the membership. 
 
-  March:  We voted to use club funds to make  
   donations to SCARF in support of canine health, to  
   the Missouri Alliance for Animal Legislation, and to  
   OpSpot.  We changed management of our website  
   and thanked Mike for a job well done. 
 
-  April:   We started the nomination process (an  
   opportunity for everyone in 2009).  We delivered 
   award towels to upcoming area Conformation and  
   Obedience events, continued to update the website,  
   and make plans for the remainder of the year.  
 
-  May:   We received an updated Rescue status and  

   discussed Rescue’s day at the Dog Museum.  We  
   also planned for the upcoming Temperament Testing  
   and discussed alternative awards for distribution at  
   future events to increase our visibility. 
 
-  June:   The Club voted and approved Officers and  
   Board Members for 2008-2009.  Teresa and Jarrod  
   joined as new members, hooray.  The need to get  
   more volunteers for the Canine Games has become  
   a recurring comment.  Work on the 2008 Canine  
   Games was well underway, including distribution of  
   fliers and posting of entry forms on our website.   
 
-  September:   We thanked Stan and Donna for  
   hosting our picnic.  We reviewed the informal  
   meeting that we had at the picnic and agreed on the  
   content.  Planning for the Canine Games continued. 
 
-  October:   The 2008 St. Louis Canine Games were a  
   great success.  Lots of thanks, especially to Co- 
   Chairs, Paul and Carl, and to all Steering Committee  
   Members for their many hours of work in planning  
   this event.  Thanks to all the Club members that  
   donated their time, money and gift baskets on the  
   day of the Games.  Thank you to Suzanne and Lisa  
   who donated their time and talents to decorate the  
   Samoyed cut-outs for our Club’s entry at the 2008  
   SCA National Specialty.  It always amazes me at  
   the talent of our Club members, and it makes me  
   wonder why I have none. 
 
-  November:   The Spirit of St. Louis Samoyed Club  
   was well represented at the Thanksgiving Day  
   Parade in Downtown St. Louis.  Thanks to all Club  
   Members and Sammies who participated.  
 
The previous list is just the tip of the iceberg of our Club 
accomplishments for 2008.  I look forward to the many 
things planned for our Club in 2009.  I am not a typist  
or a writer but I know what I like.  It is you, our dogs  
and the role we play in our community.  It can be even 
greater in 2009, but, the bottom line is it will only be 
different if we make it so.  All of us have great ideas.  
But ideas without actions are just wishes.  I wish all of 
you a great 2009.  I will make it a priority to follow up  
my wishes with actions, and help 2009 to not only be  
a great year for our Club but for all of you.  I ask that 
same focus of you.   
 
Thank you for 2008; I have been blessed to have you 
as friends. 
 
Bill Szalkowski 
President 
 

 
 
 

My dog is worried about the economy because Alpo is 
up to $3.00 a can.  That's almost $21.00 in dog money.  
-Joe Weinstein 
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By Marta DeMerath 

 
Thanksgiving Day 2008 dawned sunny and seasonably 
mild.  The Spirit of St. Louis Samoyed Club members 
were able to actually wear their Club jackets, unlike in 
2007, when the temperature and wind chill combined to 
make the morning a rather bone-chilling experience.  
Club members gathered at site #43, some as early as 
7:15 a.m.  The parade stepped-off at 9:00 a.m. and 
moved in fits and starts as we added marching bands 
and giant balloons to the assorted floats and marching 
groups.  As we made our way down Broadway our 
Samoyeds worked the crowd.  Many of our Samoyeds 
begged for pets and “talked” to the people lining the 
street.  As we passed the KMOV-TV area our new 
banner garnered some air time, as did a number of our 
dogs.  I heard KMOV personality, Virginia Kerr, 
comment on the amount of time that must be required 
to keep our dogs so clean.  That was about the same 
time that I thought, “why do I bother bathing and 
grooming the boys when the streets are so dirty that 
their hocks are almost black by the time they get on 
camera.”  Maybe next year’s blurb should include a bit 
about how Samoyeds tend to shed hair AND dirt!   
 
A big “thank-you” to the Club members that got up early 
and represented our Club:  Paul and Marta DeMerath 
(Mac and Nicky), Stan and Donna Neimann (Jake and 
Spirit), Carl and Carolyn Herkstroeter (Sammy D. and 
Margo), Jarrod Jones and Teresa Carl (Chiba), Mark 
and Lisa Heatherly (Bear), Keith and Rosalie Kuelker 
(Gunny), Suzanne Devaney (Murphy), Bill Szalkowski 
(and his stupid hat) and Sarah Dashner. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

2009 Thanksgiving Day Parade 
Pictured from left:  Donna, Stan, Keith, Paul, Marta, 

Teresa and Jarrod 
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By Marta DeMerath 

 
The Spirit of St. Louis Samoyed Club held their annual 
Awards banquet and auction at the AKC Museum of the 
Dog on Jan. 3, 2009.  We had over 30 people and a 
handful of dogs in attendance.  In addition to excellent 
food, good friends and conversation, the Club 
recognized those individuals that gave of their time to 
help at the 2008 Canine Games.  Volunteers received a 
Samoyed pen and the gratitude of co-chairs, Paul and 
Carl.  Carl recognized the testers, receptionist and 
station workers that volunteered to work for the 
Temperament Test this past June.  Volunteers received 
a gift card to St. Louis Bread Co.  Carolyn awarded 
Sammy Smiles certificates to Spirit Neimann, Kouga 
Thuet, Sassy-bear Phipps and Lucy Schuler for either 
earning titles and/or awards this past year.   
 
Bidding was intense, as is the norm, in both the silent 
and live auctions!  The big winner of the evening was 
St. Louis Samoyed Rescue!!!!  When all the bids were 
tallied, St. Louis Samoyed Rescue was $698.25 the 
richer!  Thank you to everyone that either brought or 
bought items at the auctions.  Here’s looking forward to 
another successful auction next year. 
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By Sue Kabler 

 
Barrow is a smaller Sammy with beautiful biscuit 
markings.  He had to be shaved due to matting, but his 
coat is coming back.  He's about 3 years old, all tests 
good, and he's had all of his vaccinations.  His very 
friendly, loves people, but doesn't like cats and gets 
along best with other white dogs.  He will need 
obedience training. 
 

 
 

Barrow after his shave 
 
Buddy is an owner turn-in due to his owner's financial 
problems.  He's a darling, friendly Sammy boy.  He's 
also very small, about 37 lbs. He's 2 and a half years 
old.  He shares the same parents as our own Murphy 
(Suzanne Devaney), Bear (Lisa Heatherly) and Nina 
(Jonique Will).  Buddy will need to be neutered and 
micro chipped before adoption.  He loves people, 
attention and treats.  He also seems to get along with 
other dogs, too. 
 

 
 

Buddy at Westinn Kennels 
 
 

Hope originally came into rescue in July of 2005.  She 
and three other Sams were turned over to us by an 
unlicensed breeder that the Ag. Dept had shut down.  
She was so fearful and mistrustful of people that she 
would nearly turn to stone when she had to be with 
them.  Cathy Pauley fostered her and worked with her 
for about 4 years and Hope gradually became fairly 
comfortable in the home surroundings.  In October of 
2008, Cathy had to turn Hope back over to us and she's 
now with Felicia Chesser having further rehab.  Felicia 
said she's doing very well, getting less tense and is able 
to voluntarily join the family for treats and pets.  We'll be 
posting her soon on our website and Petfinder, but she 
still has a ways to go before she'll feel trusting enough 
to go into a new home.  She'll need a very savvy, 
knowledgeable family to go to who understands that 
Hope will always have some issues but will love her for 
what she can give. 
 

 
 

Hope at David and Felicia Chesser’s 
 
www.stlsamrescue.org  
www.samoyedrescue.org 
www.iGive.com  
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Jan .30-Feb. 1 Jesse James/St. Joe KC St. Joe, MO 
  
Jan 31-Feb. 1 Wis. Specialties  Fond du Lac, WI 

(Robin Barkhaus/Cindy O’Hara, SHW SEC  
8221 Griffith Ave.  NW Maple Lake, MN  
55358)   

 

Feb. 12-15* Central IN KC/Hoosier KC Indianapolis, IN
  (Roy Jones)  
 

Feb. 19-22* P. Shore/Blkhawk/Int.KC Chicago, IL
  (Samoyed Specialty on 2/21) 
  
Feb. 28-March 1 Belle-City KC  Belleville, IL 
 

March 7-8* Columbia, MO KC Columbia, MO
  

March 12-15* Mid KY/L’ville/E’ville KC Louisville, KY 
 

April 4-5+ KC of Yorkville  De Kalb, IL 
  (Roy Jones) 
 

April 11-12+ Steel City KC  Crown Pt., IN 
  (Roy Jones) 
 

April 16-19 Terre Haute/Bloomington Terre Haute 
+ 4/18  & 19 (Roy Jones) 
 

April 23-26 Champ/Sand/Mattoon Decatur, IL
  (Roy Jones)  
 

Unless otherwise noted, Onofrio is the Superintende nt. 
+-Obedience offered 
*-Obedience and Rally offered 

 

(*%(�70%.�%4�%�,*�(���
 

Feb.7-8*  Des Moines OTC  Des Moines, IA
 (Polly Mumma, Trial Sec.  PO Box 31094      

  Des Moines, IA  50310) 
 

Feb. 14-15 Evansville Obed. Club Evansville, IN 
   (Carl Zimmerman, Trial Sec.  7939  

Washington Ave.  Evansville, IN  47715) 
 

March 14-15* Mound City OTC  Wentzville, MO 
(Carolyn S. Hesser , Trial Sec.  1557 Kraft 
St.  St. Louis, MO  63139) 

 

March 28-29*  Capitol TC/Decatur OTC Springfield, IL 
(Pamela M. Lawrey, Trial Sec.  2126 Ivy Ct. 
Champaign, IL  61821) 

  (Carrie Reynolds, Trial Sec.  56 N County  
  Rd.  Decatur, IL  62521) 
 

April 4*  Anderson OTC  Nobelsville, IN 
  (Roy Jones) 
April 5*  Muncie OTC  Yorktown, IN 

(Susan Armstrong, Trial Sec.  8201 W. 
Adaline St.  Yorktown, IN  47396) 
 

April 18-O Car-Dun-Al OTC  Huntley, IL 
April 19-R  (Victoria Rousch, Trial Sec.  9N909 Koshare 

Trail  Elgin, IL  60124) 
 

April 25-26* Rand Park TC  Melrose Park 
 (Jim Langford, Trial Sec.  PO Box 175  

Joliet, IL  60434) 
*-Rally offered  

 

 
 

Chiba enjoying our recent snow day 
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By Lisa Heatherly 

 

On December 1st we added a new member to our 
family. My son’s girlfriend rescued two kittens from a 
home of an animal hoarder. We lost our Tigger in June, 
and were ready for another baby. Mark and I had 
concerns about how Bear and his cat brother, Bandit, 
would accept a new family member. Until Bear, Mark 
and I just had cats. We both had dogs as children but 
nobody like Bear.  Bear is 20 months old and weighs 
about 60 pounds; Bandit is 7 years old and is over 15 
pounds. Bandit is the dominate child in our house. He 
comes and goes as he pleases and doesn’t like to be 
messed with. Not a cuddle kitty. Bear, as most of you 
know is a big baby. He dose play ruff and can stand up 
to Bandit, which is why we were somewhat worried. 
Enter Misha, she is 12 weeks old and might weigh 2 
pounds. After a couple days of adjustment, all is well at 
the Heatherly house. Misha is learning to be gentle with 
Bear and I am learning the best ways to detangle a 
kitten for a Samoyed tail. We all are trying to adjust to 
the small flying kitten that attacks everyone. She has no 
fear. As for Bandit, he is learning how to cuddle.  Misha 
likes to sleep near him.  
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Spirit of St. Louis Samoyed Club 
Paul DeMerath, Editor 
3704 Rhett’s Landing 
Belleville, IL  62221-0414 
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The deadline for submissions to the Samoyed Update Spring 
issue is April 15, 2009!  Please e-mail your brags, reports, articles, 
pictures etc. to:  icebowl2@charter.net  
 

Subscription to the Samoyed Update is included with membership 
in the Spirit of St. Louis Samoyed Club.   
Please visit our web site at:  www.stlsamoyed.com   
For additional membership information please contact  
Marta DeMerath at: icebowl2@charter.net 
 

Non-members may subscribe at the cost of $5 per year  
(4 issues).  Please contact Paul at: icebowl2@charter.net 

 
 

Master Auctioneer, Bill Szalkowski at work 
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Club Meetings  on Monday, Feb 9, March 9 and April 13,  
7:00 pm at Airedale Antics. 
 
Super Sammy Sunday/Dog of the Week on April 26 at the 
AKC Museum of the Dog. 


