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The Sg)irit of St. Louis Samoyed Club meets at 7:00 pm
the 2" Monday of each month, except for August and
December because of special events.

The club meetings are held at Airedale Antics (dogs
welcomel!), 7316 Manchester Ave., Maplewood, MO
63143 (www.airedaleantics.com) unless otherwise
noted.

Officers:
President: Bill Szalkowski
Vice President: Carolyn Herkstroeter
Secretary: Marta DeMerath
Treasurer: Brian Hantsbarger

Board Members:
Sarah Dashner
Paul DeMerath
Suzanne Devaney
Stan Neimann
Kelly Thuet

Web Site: www.stlsamoyed.com

Paul DeMerath

Samoyed Update Editor:
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April Club Meeting at Airedale Antics
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Sunday, April 26, 2009

Super Sammy Sunday/Dog of the Week at the AKC
Museum of the Dog, 1721 South Mason Rd., St. Louis,
MO. Contact Carolyn at herkcmw@att.net for more
information.

Monday, May 11, 2009, 7:00 pm

Our regularly scheduled club meeting, to be held at
Airedale Antics, 7316 Manchester Ave., Maplewood,
MO. Program: CGC and TDI testing will be offered.

Sunday, June 7, 2009, 8:00 am

Temperament Testing at Purina Farms in Gray
Summit, MO, sponsored by the Spirit of St. Louis
Samoyed Club.

Monday, June 8, 2009, 7:00 pm

Our regularly scheduled club meeting, to be held at
Airedale Antics, 7316 Manchester Ave., Maplewood,
MO. Program: Behavior Modification
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River City’s Moonlight Frost (Pat Schuler, owner) went
Winners Dog for 2 pts on Jan. 25, 2009 at the St.
Charles, MO KC show.

River City’s Moonlight Frost (Pat Schuler, owner) went
Reserve Winners Dog to a 5 pt and a 4 pt major at the
Belle-City KC shows on Feb. 28, 2009 and March 1,
20009.

Jackie Parchman’s Captain graduated from Family
Dog 1 Class on April 1, 2009.
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- Iditarod Adventure

- Animal Communicator

- Holistic health and healing for canines by a veterinary
chiropractor/acupuncturist

- Herding Day (event)

- Dog Hike (event)
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By Carl Herkstroeter

In 1981, when our Spirit Club was only a year or two
old, Linda Lashley (Anadyr Samoyeds) introduced us to
the concept of temperament testing and suggested that
our club hold such a test. Linda was concerned that
among the breeders of certain breeds, temperament
was ignored in favor of looks. As guardians of our own
breed, she felt that we needed to be aware of, and
strive to preserve, the sweet temperament we valued in
our Sams. By conducting a test through the American
Temperament Test Society, we could evaluate our own
dogs and introduce a new important venue to the St.
Louis Canine Community. Linda contacted Alfons
Ertelt, founder and president, and he agreed to come
from California to conduct our test.

Alfons originated the American Temperament Test
Society in 1977, based on research from Mexican and
European tests and from his own extensive study. He
developed a test based on a dog’s inherent reactions to
various stimuli, free from commands or training signals.
A very proper old-style German, Herr Ertelt came to St.
Louis two or three times, not only to be our Chief
Tester, but to teach and train us as we went along. We
originally held tests twice a year, in rain, wind and sleet,
freezing or roasting heat, depending on the season,
while Alfons, dressed in a suit and tie, calmly evaluated
our dogs until he felt we could do it on our own.

Linda was probably our first Chief Tester. Jackie
Parchman, Debbie Haynes, Cathy Ball and Marge and
Harriet Pahlman were always in the forefront of
organizing and testing; and we “old” members always
pigged out on Marge’s wonderful pastilles, which she
made especially for the tired and hungry testers and
station workers.

| enjoyed playing the role of Weird Stranger and later as
a test evaluator, but was skeptical about the validity of
the results. We had been owned by three different
Samoyeds since 1967 and absolutely knew their
temperament. Sammies love everyone. When our teen-
age daughter took Frosty through the test, we predicted
that he would greet the Weird Strangers with wags and
friendly woofs. But Karen was Frosty’s girl and much to
our amazement, he placed himself in a protective
position in front Karen and stood firm, hackles up and
low growl. | found this very interesting, but did not know
how to interpret this information until six months later
when someone tried to break into our house. Frosty
woke us up and scared the intruder away. Relating this
to Frosty’s protective stance with Karen, | became a
believer in the Temperament Test as a valid tool to
evaluate a dog’s temperament.

In 1983, Alfons died tragically and another Californian,
Fred McNabb took over ATTS. By 1989, due to

personal business commitments, McNabb relinquished
the administration of ATTS. In 1990, Harriet Pahlman

and | volunteered to take over. Harriet, her mother
Marge, Carolyn and | spent long hours re-establishing
the organization. We incorporated ATTS in Missouri,
established a seven-member Board of Directors, and
through the Board, re-installed early guidelines and
standardized procedures.

| have been President of ATTS since 1990, and Harriet
served as Vice-President. Until 2005, ATTS was
administered out of St. Louis by Harriet, Marge, Carolyn
and I. Harriet passed away, but Marge remained an
active Board Member into her 90’s before choosing to
retire. | plan to resign in 2010, but would like to stay on
the Board and continue as Teaching Chief Tester.
ATTS is currently administered by Sallyann Comstock
in Texas.

| plan to travel around the country as Chief Tester as
long as | am able. Through ATTS, | have met wonderful
people, seen interesting places, and had the privilege of
taking the ATTS Temperament Test to Australia in
2006. | have been called to give depositions in court
cases and helped to ban anti-breed legislation in
Holland. | continue to be fascinated by dogs | test, the
solid reactions to the stimuli, and the stories from
owners who have confirmed what they learned about
their dogs from the test.

| am grateful to the Spirit of St. Louis Samoyed Club for
providing me with this opportunity. We have held our
Temperament Test continuously since 1981. This most
likely makes the Spirit of St. Louis Samoyed Club the
longest-running testing club in the country. We brought
the Temperament Test to St. Louis because we care
about our dogs. We are the only testing club in St.
Louis and the provider of a special service to the canine
community. | hope club members are as proud of our
club as I am. Like our dogs, we have Great Spirit!

Bill and Cody Szalkowski examine the Umbrella Station
at the 2007 Temperament Test
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Submitted by Marta DeMerath, Membership Chair

Welcome to the newest members of the Spirit of St.
Louis Samoyed Club, Monica Brzezinski, Kevin Scott and
their lovely Samoyed, Maggie. Kevin and Monica became
members at our March meeting. They graciously offered
to answer some questions and to supply some photos as a
way to introduce themselves to the rest of the
membership.

Are you from the area? What do you do for a living ~ ?
Kevin and | are from Indianapolis and moved to the Saint
Louis area 7 years ago for my job. | am a scientist at the
Pfizer facility in Chesterfield and work in protein
therapeutics. Kevin is self-employed and works as a
painter doing mostly residential jobs. We currently reside
in St. Charles County off of highway 94.

What made you decide to own a Samoyed? Have you
owned other dogs?

Kevin and | had both owned Alaskan malamutes when we
were younger and | have always preferred the northern
breeds or sled dogs. | was drawn to the Samoyed initially
because of the beauty of the breed then read articles to
learn more about the personality and disposition. They are
aptly described as “beauty and brains in a white fur coat”
on one of the websites | visited.

Did you get Maggie from a breeder or through

Rescue?

Maggie is from Sully’s Southern Samoyeds in Ninevah,
Indiana and | adopted her when she was 3 years old. |
was working at Eli Lilly in Indianapolis, and saw an ad in
the company'’s classifieds that said “Free Samoyed to a
good home.” Apparently, the owner was getting married,
and the house she was moving into did not have a yard big
enough to accommodate Maggie. | contacted the owner
and we arranged for a visit so she could meet me, see my
house and yard, and give me an opportunity to meet
Maggie. Soon after that, | became Maggie’'s new owner
and was given all of her paperwork, toys, bowls, leashes,
etc. | feel very lucky to have found her.

How did you hear about the Spirit of St. Louis
Samoyed Club?

We heard about the Spirit of St. Louis Samoyed Club
through the Canine Olympics. | think we received
information about the event at Kennelwood.

What activities do you like to do with Maggie? Wha t
activities would you like to try?

We like to go for walks around the neighborhood, visit
parks, participate in the Canine Olympics, take Maggie for
rides in the truck, and just hangout together. She seemed
to do very well in the agility course at Purina Farms so this
was something | had looked into. Also, we think she would
be a great therapy dog since she is good with people and
gentle with kids

Do you have any funny stories involving Maggie?

There is one story in particular that come to mind. We
moved to Saint Louis in the spring of 2002 into a house
with a fenced-in backyard. One day it had been raining
steady and Maggie wanted to go outside. We let her out to
do her business and figured she would only be outside a
few minutes. After about 10-15 minutes, we thought we
better check on her. To our surprise, she was digging a
hole under the fence that runs along the side of the yard
(like she was on a mission!). We called out to her and she
stopped digging and ran to the back door, as if to be let in.
You can see in the pictures that she was covered with mud
plus she smelled! We both just had to laugh because she
was such a mess and we had never seen her do anything
like this before. We washed her off with the hose and
made her stay in the garage until she was dry. We are still
not sure why she felt the need to dig the hole, maybe
rabbits or squirrels in the adjacent yard, but she has never
done anything like that since.

What do you like to do for fun?
For fun | like to spend time with the family, watch Colts
football and Cardinals baseball, and shop. Kevin enjoys
riding his Harley Davidson, listening to music, and grilling
out. Maggie likes to attend daycamp (once a week), go to
parks/dogparks, and play with her canine friends in the
neighborhood. She also likes anything where she is the
center of attention.

What are your favorite foods?

My favorite foods include pizza, beef fajitas, and chocolate.
Kevin enjoys a good steak and apple pie for dessert.
Maggie goes crazy for spaghetti, mini-marshmallows, and
her frozen fruit smoothies.
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By Margo (Herkstroeter)

Hi!' My name is Margo (short for Margaritka, which is
Russian for Daisy), but | am usually called Margo - No!
However, | did a good thing in February, for which |
received much praise and many treats, and | have been
asked tell about it.

This special day began early the morning of Feb 20" when
my brother Sammy D and | traveled in our van to Marta’s
school in Fairview Heights to participate in a Safety Sam
presentation. What is Safety Sam? Well, that is a bunch
of Sammies and their friends using all their charm and
beauty and best behavior to help children learn ways to
behave safely around dogs.

Besides Sammy and me, there was a cute little Aussie
puppy about my age—not as cute as me of course—a
Border collie who did not like me, and Tag, a gentleman
German Shepherd who told me that he has been a Safety
Sam many times even though he is not a Samoyed.

We knew we were in Marta’s classroom because there
were pictures of Samoyeds all over the walls. Soon many,
many children, filed into Marta’s big room and we were
welcomed by the teachers as part of a Science Fair. (I
don’t know what that is, but it must be special because the
children were excited.) The teachers asked the children to
listen while Dad and the other dog parents talked to them
about how not to get bitten and how to treat their own dogs
with respect.

| tried not to wiggle around too much while Dad was
speaking. But this talking part was boring and Tag’'s mom
told me to be still. Then came the really good part! All the
children were lined up so we could let them meet and greet
us nicely and give us treats in the correct way so that our
teeth wouldn't accidentally get their fingers. Since there
were two different groups of children coming to the room,

| got tons of pets and treats and gave my best kisses and
Sammy smiles.

Later the teachers told Marta that we were a huge
success. | hope we get to go again. | really liked the
children and the attention. And nobody called me Margo
No! Being a Safety Sam is a good career and | hope all
my Sammy friends will join us.

Margo

p.s.. Sammy D and Mindy said | should remind everyone
that they did a Safety Sam presentation for Sherri Phipps’
Brownie Troop at Airedale Antics in January, along with
Sassy Bear and Pebbles (Riggs). It was their first time and
they did it very well.
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Sweet-tempered, outgoing, happy Samoyeds.

Duties:

-Visit schools and help teach children how to behave
around dogs

-Help children read through “Reading to Dogs Program” at
schools and libraries

-Visit senior citizens in nursing homes

Qualifications:

-Must like children, be sensitive to the elderly, socialize
well with other dogs, observe basic obedience rules, clean
and neat appearance, up to date on shots and flea/tick
preventive, AND ENJOY THE WORK

Degree Required:

-Canine Good Citizen (CGC) and Therapy Dog
International (TDI) or equivalent (Delta Pet Partner, Touch
Dog, etc.)

Qualified non-Samoyeds welcome
Participants needed throughout metro area

For more information or to participate in Safety Sa  m
Program please contact:
Carl or Carolyn Herkstroeter
AKC CANINE AMBASSADORS
SAFETY SAM COORDINATORS
Spirit of St. Louis Samoyed Club
herkcc@att.net; herkcmw@att.net
314-867-4755

Visit: www.stlsamoyed.com/safety.php

Or contact local nursing home to arrange visits
on your own.




By Marta DeMerath

On April 13, 2009 Dr. Ralph Graff, a registered AKC
Working Group Judge, came to our Club meeting and
gave a presentation on what a judge looks for when
judging a Samoyed.

Dr. Graff started by saying how wonderful our breed
and illustrated standard were and that all Samoyed
owners should have a working knowledge of what'’s in
the standard and of health issues that effect our breed.
He then described the judging process. The first thing
he does is to look at the dogs as they’re brought into the
ring. He mentioned that proper head carriage told him a
great deal about the neck and shoulder layback on the
dog. The next step was to move the dogs to see if their
movement confirmed his initial judgment. The next item
he explained was what he was feeling for when going
over adog. The structure of Boxers and Dobies isn'’t
hidden under a lot of hair like our Samoyeds. He is
touching the dog to feel its chest, coat texture and it's
conditioning among other things. He described and
showed what a correct scissors bite looked like. He
also explained that some breeds require full dentition in
addition to the proper bite. He talked about proper rear
angulation and used Mac (Am./Int. Ch. Rexann’s
Warrior King Macbeth), as his demo dog.

Many Club members asked questions pertaining to
various faults. Dr. Graff explained that as a judge, you
need to look at the big picture and select the dog that
most closely represents the standard. Club members
also inquired about the various classes and which might
be the best match for their dog (we have a few that are
soon going to leave the puppy class ranks). Dr. Graff's
presentation had something everyone and | for one
wouldn’t mind have him back to continue his talk!
Thank you to Carolyn for setting up this presentation
and to Tony for keeping Airedale Antics open late.

See page 6 to further illustrate Dr. Graff's presentation.
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May 1-3
May 15

May 22-25*
May 29-31*

May 30-31
June 6-7
June 12 & 14*

June 13

June 13-14
July 3-5*
July 4-6

July 24
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Gateway Cluster Purina Farms

HOASC Specialty Gardner, KS
(Thalia Smith, SHW SEC P.O. Box 320368
Kansas City, MO 64132)

Heart of IL Cluster Bloomington, IL

Fox River Valley/Stone City KC
Woodstock/Morris, IL

(Roy Jones)

Miss. Valley KC Purina Farms
Wheaton KC Wheaton, IL
Little Fort/Chain KC Grayslake, IL
(Roy Jones)

Chicagoland Sam Club ~ Grayslake, IL
CANCELED

Rolla KC Purina Farms
JeffCity/Sedalia KC Sedalia, MO
Blackhawk/Gr. DeKalb KC
Amboy/DeKalb, IL

(Roy Jones)

GMSF Specialty Waukesha, WI

*-Obedience and Rally offered

May 9-10*
May 22-24*

June 6-7

June 13-14

July 3-5*

July 18-19*

July 25-26*

May 16-17

June 6-7
June 20-21

Unless otherwise noted, Onofrio is the Superintende nt.

Scott County KC Rock Island, IL

Evansville Obed. Club Evansville, IN
(Terry Blake, Trial Sec./Danetta Ohning
Rally Sec. P.O. Box 15816 Evansville, IN
47716)

DTC of C-U Urbana, IL
(Carrie Storrs, Trial Sec. 882 Cty Rd 300 N
Pesotum, Il 61863)

Evansville Obed. Club Evansville, IN
(Jean Dolezal, Trial Sec. P.O. Box 15816
Evansville, IN 47716)

Evansville Obed. Club Evansville, IN
(Mimi Nicholson, Trial Sec. 7939
Washington Ave. Evansville, IN 47716)

Belle-City KC Belleville, IL
(Chan Keith, Trial Sec. 3612 Wood Duck
Dr. Swansea, IL 62226)

MO Rhineland KC Pacific, MO
(Judith Walker, Trial Sec. P.O. Box 1634
Fenton, MO 63026)

*-Rally offered
- 4 +-,

Gr. STLTC St. Louis, MO
(Linda Schulte 7637 Lindbergh Dr. St.
Louis, MO 63117)

Moberly KC Moberly, MO

North County OTC Ballwin, MO
(Carole Carter 46 Green #6 Dr. St.
Charles, MO 63303)
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By Marta DeMerath

New to the area? Need specialized services? No
matter what the reason, choosing a knowledgeable and
gentle vet is of the utmost importance to a pet owner.
Here are six topics to consider when selecting a vet.

Reputation: Do your homework and ask around prior
to selecting a vet for your pet. Who do your friends,
family and co-workers suggest? If no one you know
has a pet, you might ask for referrals from people
visiting area dog parks. Remember to take into
consideration whether the people you ask are
conscientious owners that schedule yearly exams and
keep Fido up-to-date on shots etc. or are they the type
of owner that will only take Fido to the vet when there is
a noticeable problem. Inquire as to why they like that
particular vet. Is he/she kind with the animals?
Knowlegeable? How highly regarded are the other vets
in the practice?

Facilities: Is lab work done “in-house,” or is it sent out?
How extensive is the pharmacy and the surgical unit?
Does the doctor belong to the American Animal Hospital
Association (AAHA)? Practices that are voluntary
members of the AAHA have met guidelines regarding
their facility, equipment and quality of care.

Specialty: Does the vet have a particular area of
expertise? Having a doctor that is knowledgeable in the
area of reproductive medicine would be helpful for
someone interested in breeding their dog. Emergency
surgery would be another possible area of expertise.

As would being a diplomat in American College Of
Veterinary Ophthalmologists. We are lucky to live in a
metropolitan area that has vets with these particular
skills.

Fees: Look into the fee schedule of various area vets.
If their overhead (rent etc.) is high, they may need to
charge more for the services they offer. Owning a pet is
a long commitment, having a grasp of the possible
costs is an important factor in this decision.

Emergency: Does your choice of vet offer after hours
care? If you have an emergency, where should you
take your pet? In most cases, you will be referred to the
closest emergency pet hospital in your area. Prior to
having an emergency, find out the hospital’s location
and print out directions. Having directions on file can
save valuable time when a real emergency arises.

Proximity: In this day and age of outlandish gas
prices, having a vet that is nearby isn't a luxury, it's a
necessity! Routine veterinary care tends to be put off if
the drive is too long. Also, if an emergency should arise
during regular business hours, you'll want a vet that is
only a short drive away. Another consideration when
selecting a veterinarian, is to make sure that his/her
office hours mesh with your schedule.

1. Stop 8. Leg (thigh and hip)
2. Muzzle 9. Hock

3. Dewlap (throat, neck skin) 10. Hind feet

4. Shoulder 11. Withers

5. Elbow 12. stifle

6. Forefeet 13. Paws

7. Croup 14. Tail

One day the old Samoyed starts chasing rabbits and before
long, discovers that he's lost. Wandering about, he notices a
leopard heading rapidly in his direction with the intention of
having lunch.

The old Samoyed thinks, 'Oh, oh! I'm in deep doo-doo now!"
Noticing some bones on the ground close by, he immediately
settles down to chew on the bones with his back to the
approaching cat. Just as the leopard is about to leap, the old
Samoyed exclaims loudly, 'Boy, that was one delicious
leopard! | wonder if there are any more around here?'

Hearing this, the young leopard halts his attack in mid-strike, a
look of terror comes over him and he slinks away into the
trees. 'Whew!" says the leopard, 'That was close! That old
Samoyed nearly had me!'

Meanwhile, a monkey who had been watching the whole
scene from a nearby tree, figures he can put this knowledge
to good use and trade it for protection from the leopard. So,
off he goes, but the old Samoyed sees him heading after the
leopard with great speed, and figures that something must be

up.

The monkey soon catches up with the leopard, spills the
beans and strikes a deal for himself with the leopard. The
young leopard is furious at being made a fool of and says,
'Here, monkey, hop on my back and see what's going to
happen to that conniving canine!

Now, the old Samoyed sees the leopard coming with the
monkey on his back and thinks, 'What am | going to do now?',
but instead of running, the dog sits down with his back to his
attackers, pretending he hasn't seen them yet, and just when
they get close enough to hear, the old Samoyed says...

'Where's that monkey? | sent him off an hour ago to bring me
another leopard!

Moral of this story . .. Don't mess with the old dogs...
Age and skill will always overcome youth and treachery!
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By Sue Kabler

Barrow is still in "rehab" at Misfit Dog Psychology and
Rehabilitation. He's making progress on his fear
aggression issues. Hopefully, before long we can start
looking for a new forever home for him.

Barrow

Buddy is getting cuter by the day. For some reason, he
hasn't been able to find his just right forever home. He'll
be able to fit so completely into a new home, but he
does need some obedience training.

Hope is doing well at Misfit with Felicia and her family.
She's learning to be curious first, not fearful first. It will
take time. We're looking for a home for her with a
family with prior experience with dogs with her
problems.

Tinkerbelle is in a foster home with three small children
that she can call her own. She also has a beautiful
Sam and Lab mix brother, Denali. She likes him, too,
but not as much as the children.

Tinkerbelle

www. Stlsamrescue.org
www.Ssamoyedrescue.org
www.iGive.com
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By Carolyn Herkstroetter

The Spirit of St. Louis Samoyed Club will sponsor a
CGC/TDI Test at Airedale Antics at our regular club
meeting, Monday, May 11 ", 7:00 pm.
Cost: $15 for the CGC and an additional $15 for TDI.
Payment accepted on the night of the test

Tester: Patty Fiordimondo

*-You may take the CGC Test, or both the CGC

and TDI Tests

Find the requirements for your dog to pass the test at
www.tdi-dog.org Click on Brochures and click on Test.
Or go to: www.peteducation.com/article. If you cannot
make the May meeting or would like more training prior
to the test, here are some more options:

- Westinn Kennel

- North County Obedience Training Club

- AKC Museum of the Dog

- Kennelwood Training

- Bi-State Training through Ferguson

Recreation Department

Several of these venues offer preparation classes for
the test. Visit their websites or call me for further
information. CGC testing will be offered at the Spirit of
St. Louis Canine Games on September 27"

If you plan to test on May 11 ™ or can volunteer as a

helper, please RSVP by May 9 " to Carolyn

Herkstroeter at: 314-867-4755
herkcmw@att.net

Monica Brzezinski has asked to spread the word about
Pfizer sponsored Arthritis walks. Pfizer’s research not
only helps humans, but benefits canines as well.

The 2009 Arthritis Walks are fast approaching and
we’re in the process of filling some much needed
volunteer slots for the day of the events.

Friday, May 8, 2009
St. Charles — Frontier Park
Set-Up begins at 1:00 p.m.
Registration begins at 5:00 p.m.
Walk begins at 6:00 p.m., followed by entertainment
food and educational booths

Friday, May 15, 2009
St. Louis — Forest Park
Set-Up begins at 1:00 p.m.
Registration begins at 5:00 p.m.
Walk begins at 6:00 p.m., followed by entertainment
food and educational booths

For More information, please contact Monica at:
monica.brzezinski@pfizer.com
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The deadline for submissions to the Samoyed Update Spring
issue is July 15, 2009! Please e-mail your brags, reports, articles,
pictures etc. to: icebowl2@charter.net

Subscription to the Samoyed Update is included with membership
in the Spirit of St. Louis Samoyed Club.

Please visit our web site at: www.stlsamoyed.com

For additional membership information please contact

Marta DeMerath at: icebowl2@charter.net

Non-members may subscribe at the cost of $5 per year
(4 issues). Please contact Paul at: icebowl2@charter.net

- #

Super Sammy Sunday/Dog of the Week
AKC Museum of the Dog.

on April 26th at the

St. Louis Samoyed Rescue Garage & Plant Sale  on May 2™,
from 7:00 am to noon at 404 Algonquin Drive, Ballwin, MO

Club Meetings on Monday, May 11th and June 8th,
7:00 pm at Airedale Antics.

Nominations for Club Offices/Board of Directors

due by May
31 to Nominating Committee Members.

Temperament Test on June ™ starting at 8:00 am at Purina
Farms, Gray Summit, MO

Membership Dues need to be paid on or before June 8"

Spirit of St. Louis Samoyed Club
Paul DeMerath, Editor

3704 Rhett’s Landing

Belleville, IL 62221-0414




