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The Sdpirit of St. Louis Samoyed Club meets at 7:00 pm
the 2" Monday of each month, except for July, August
and December because of special events.

The club meetings are held at Airedale Antics (dogs
welcomel!), 7316 Manchester Ave., Maplewood, MO
63143 (www.airedaleantics.com) unless otherwise
noted.

Officers:
President: Bill Szalkowski
Vice President: Carolyn Herkstroeter
Secretary: Marta DeMerath
Treasurer: Teresa Carl

Board Members:
Sarah Dashner
Paul DeMerath
Suzanne Devaney
Jarrod Jones
Kelly Thuet

Web Site: www.stlsamoyed.com
Paul DeMerath

Samoyed Update Editor:
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Sunday, August 23, 2009, 2:00 pm

Annual Club Barbeque at Stan and Donna Niemann’s
house in O’Fallon, Mo. Dogs are welcome unless it is
raining or excessively hot. Please don't forget to bring
a dish to share. Directions are as follows:

Hwy. 70 to exit #217 (Hwy. K)

South (left) on Hwy. K

Turn left onto Pheasant Point Blvd.

Turn left onto Tailor Square

Turn right onto Tailor Lane (442 Tailor Lane)
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Hwy. 64 to exit #9 (Hwy. K)

North (right) on Hwy. K

Turn right onto Pheasant Point Blvd.

Turn Left onto Tailor Square

Turn right onto Tailor Lane (442 Tailor Lane)

Monday, September 14, 2009, 7:00 pm

Our regularly scheduled club meeting, to be held at
Airedale Antics, 7316 Manchester Ave., Maplewood,
MO.

Saturday, September 27, 2009, 8:30 am - 4:00 pm

13" Annual Spirit of St. Louis Canine Games
sponsored by the Spirit of St. Louis Samoyed Club and
St. Louis Samoyed Rescue. Hosted by Purina Farms
in Gray Summit, MO.

Monday, October 12, 2009, 7:00 pm

Our regularly scheduled club meeting to be held at
Airedale Antics, 7316 Manchester Ave., Maplewood,
MO.
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Volunteers needed to work at the Spirit of St. Louis
Canine Games on Sunday, Sept. 27", Contact Carl or

Suzanne with when/how long you can work.
herkcc@att.net sedevaney@SLMPD.ORG

People to contribute baskets for this year's Canine
Games Raffles. Proceeds benefit both our club and St.
Louis Samoyed Rescue.
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By Marta DeMerath

Our special guests at the June 8, 2009 Club meeting
were Felicia and David Chesser of Misfit Dog
Psychology and Rehabilitation. Felicia got her start in
dog training working at PetSmart and later, teaching
training classes at Pat Schuler’s River City Kennel.
During this time she came to understand the need for a
more one-on-one approach to correct problem
behaviors. She found that regular classes won't work
for some dogs until basic behavior problems are
resolved. Rather than teach obedience, Felicia strives
to help dogs become stable minded and well mannered.

The starting point in the process is usually a phone or e-
mail consultation. During a home visit, she looks to find
out what the real problem is by looking at the dynamics
of the dog/human relationship. Often times it is
owner/handler error that is the root of the behavior
problem.

In more severe cases, Misfit Dog Psychology offers full
rehabilitation services that can include boarding the dog
at David and Felicia’s home. These severe cases can
involve fear and aggressive behaviors that are easier to
deal with when the dog is out of its home environment.

David and Felicia have pets of their own and those dogs
aid in teaching the recalcitrant dogs proper behavior.

All dogs need to learn who the leader is and their place
in “the pack.” They need to learn to follow human
leadership because a lack of leadership can cause
neurosis and “OCD-type” behaviors. Dogs need
structure to be happy and well adjusted.

Felicia’s three tips are:

1. Exercise-and lots of it. Burning off excess energy
will help a dog focus and be less likely to be destructive
etc.

2. Rules and Discipline-Set the rules and enforce the
rules. Structure results in stability.

3. Affection and Praise-touching is reinforcement, so
learn the right time to touch and reinforce a behavior.
Dogs sense your energy. Discipline yourself to not be
fearful or convey anxiety. You need to get in touch with
your dog and be able to read him/her.

For more information, you can check out Felicia’s
website at:
http://www.freewebs.com/misfittraining/index.htm
or contact her at: chessamsamoyeds@aol.com

or by phone at: (636) 332-5044 or (314) 956-2793

If a dog were your teacher you would learn stuff li ke:

- When loved ones come home, always run to greet them

- Never pass up the opportunity to go for a joyride

- Avoid biting, when a simple growl! will do

- When you're happy, dance around and wag your entire body
- If what you want lies buried, dig until you find it

- Delight in the simple joy of a long walk

- Take naps and stretch before rising
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By Carl Herkstroeter

If memory serves me right, this was the 29" successive
year that the Spirit of St. Louis Samoyed Club has offered
the ATTS Temperament Test. It was also the 30" test.
(We offered 2 tests in the first year - 1981.)

The Sammie club started temperament testing dogs as a
community service, and to date we have tested well over
500 dogs in many breeds. This year we tested 21 dogs,
which is more than in previous years. All 21 dogs passed
the test. The following breeds were tested this year:

- America Pit Bull Terrier (4)

- Beagle

- Blue Mountain Shepherd

- Catahula Leopard Dog (mix)
- Doberman Pinscher

- German Shepherd Dog (5)

- Mastiff

- Nova Scotia Duck Tolling Retriever (2)
- Presa Canario (2)

- Rottweiler

- Samoyed (2)

Thanks to all the helpers who participated in administering
the temperament test; we had a successful day.

- Neutral Stranger — Alicia DeMerath
- Friendly Stranger — Marta DeMerath
- Unusual Noise — Stephan DeMerath
- Gun Shot — Lee Busch
- Umbrella — Stan Niemann
- Weird Stranger — Kevin Scott, Sue Schulze
- Test Secretary — Carolyn Herkstroeter, Phyllis Busch
- Testers — Sarah Dashner, Paul DeMerath,
Sue Schulze

The day of the test started out very nice, but as the test
progressed, the clouds took over and 15 minutes after we
finished, the skies opened up and the heavy rains came.
We were lucky this year.

Next year’'s Temperament Test has been tentatively set
for June 6.
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Submitted by Marta DeMerath, Membership Chair

Terry and Diane Colvin, along with their Samoyed,
Beau,have been club members since 2007-08. They
agreed to answer some questions so we could get to know
them better.

Are you from this area? What do you do for a

living?

We have lived in the St. Louis area since 1982. Terry
works for Regal-Beloit Corp which is headquartered in
Beloit, W1 and is their Corporate Vice-President of
Human Resources. | taught first grade for a few years
before the kids were born. Our oldest son, Brooks (27),
was drafted by the Detroit Tigers and played minor
league ball for a few seasons. Now he’s halfway
through the MBA program at Washington University and
will graduate in May 2010. Our daughter, Emily (24)
graduated from St. Louis University and teaches third
grade in St. Charles, MO where she was recently
named first year teacher of the year! Last but not least,
our youngest son, Jordan (21) is a senior at Bradley
University in Peoria where he plays baseball for the
Bradley Braves on a baseball scholarship.

What made you decide to own a Samoyed? Have

you owned other dogs?

Our oldest son rescued our first Samoyed, Buck, after
he saw Buck get hit by a car. Brooks rushed him to a
vet and tried in vain to find his owner. Because he was
a college student/athlete at Missouri State University at
the time, Brooks couldn’t keep Buck, but called us and
said he “just couldn’t give him up” So began our
happenstance love affair with Samoyeds when we
drove to Springfield, MO to pick up Buck. We already
had two Cairn Terriers, Rookie and Macy, and had
always been small dog people! We wondered what we
were going to do with this enormous fuzzy guy! As you
Sammy lovers have already skipped ahead to realize,
Buck instantly stole our hearts and was soon the
beloved leader of the pack. Tragically, in the spring of
2006, while briefly outside to go to the bathroom during
a storm, Buck and Rookie left our yard through a gate
that had blown open. Within minutes we had launched

an intense search that consumed our family for many
months. Though we’ll never give up hope of finding
them, we were smitten by the Sammy bug, and longed
for another.

How did you hear about the Spirit of St. Louis
Samoyed Club?

During our search for Buck and Rookie, we got a very
caring call from Marta and Paul DeMerath on behalf of
the Spirit of St. Louis Samoyed Club. Marta said she
had seen one of our “Lost Dogs” posters on a post
outside O’Fallon (IL)Township High School and Buck’s
sweet Sammy face had caught her eye. The
DeMeraths put out the APB to Samoyed/Canine rescue
groups via the internet for us, and we shortly thereafter
joined the club. We are also members of the wonderful
St. Louis Samoyed Rescue group and have had the
privilege of transporting several Samoyeds for them.

How did Beau come into your life?

Late Spring 2006, our family decided that the only thing
that could assuage our grief from the disappearance of
our other dogs was a Samoyed puppy! After a careful
search, we found a wonderful breeder in Atlanta, GA.
Carl and Tully Vitner of Cimmerron Samoyeds had a
litter born in March. After seeing pictures of baby
“green boy” (most breeders tell their puppies apart by
their collar color), our daughter Emily and | drove to
Nashville, TN, where we met Carl Vitner and baby Beau
half-way.

What activities do you like to do with Beau? What
activities would you like to try?

Beau and our twelve yr. old Cairn Terrier, Macy, travel
with us between our homes in Beloit, Wl and O’Fallon,
IL. Itis about a 4 % hr. trip, and we are lucky that the
dogs settle nicely into their riding spots as soon as we
hit the interstate! They even have their favorite
exits/rest areas along the way, and have made the
commute easy and fun. Beau loves drive-thru windows,
especially at the Beef-a-Roo chains in northern lllinois
where they give him treats and know his name! They
have also gone to many ballgames with us and we've
become quite good at finding pet-friendly hotels. Beau
knows just when to bark when one of the boys gets a
hit!




We like to hike with Beau, especially in Wisconsin
where it's usually cooler. There is a walking trail around
the lake at our condo in Beloit where we walk year
round. Beau loves the geese on the lake, especially
when they take off! For Father’s Day this year the kids
gave Terry gifts that were really for Beau, including an
awesome Wolf Pack backpack! He should soon be
acclimated to carrying up to 25% of his body weight
(that's Beau...not Terry!). We laugh at the fact that
more people know Beau than know us. Again, that's
just a Sammy thing...no one can resist their smile!
We’d also like to learn about sledding and sojourning
with Beau in the winter.

Have you had any “scares” with Beau?

Beau has been very healthy, except when he developed
an eyelid entropion when he was about six months old.
As you may know, that is an inward rolling of the eyelid
edge. Definitely not what you want to see happen to
those beautiful white Sammy eyelashes! He had very
successful surgery by Dr. Ben Johnson at the Animal
Eye Associates clinic in Kirkwood, MO. Oh, and Beau
was almost two years old before his right ear finally
stood up!

What does Beau eat? What are his favorite treats?
Beau eats Royal Canin Maxi Joint and Coat Care. As
he’d rather have people food (but doesn’t often get it)
we sometimes have to coax him to eat with green
beans or a tablespoon of cottage cheese added to his
food. We have cats, too, and Beau will gladly share his
food with them. It's funny to see their heads together in
the food bowl before we shoo the cats off to their own
food! Beau’s favorite treats are Kong'’s stuffed with
peanut butter or an occasional compressed rawhide
bone, but most of all the Samoyed treat du jour...ice
cubes!
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By Carolyn Herkstroeter

Five dogs, four Sammies and one American Pit Bull
Terrier, earned Canine Good Citizen (CGC) status and
qualified for Therapy Dog International (TDI) at a test
held by the Spirit club in May. The Sammies in
attendance were Snowy, (Sarah Dashner and Steve
Miller), Maggie (Monica Brzezinski and Kevin Scott),
Mindy and Sammy D (Carl and Carolyn Herkstroeter).
Snowy, Mindy and Sammy D. are all adopted rescue
dogs.

Our club hosted the CGC Test/TDI evaluation, in lieu of
a program, just prior to our meeting. All five dogs are
now qualified to participate in our Safely Sam Program--
dog-bite prevention education for elementary children.
They have official certification to visit nursing homes,
pre-schools and libraries as ambassadors for our breed
and to help children learn to love, care for and
appreciate their own dogs.
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For a complete list of event dates and times,
please visit:

www.sca2009nats.com
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Aug 1-2* Crab Orchard KC Marion, IL

Aug 9-10 Gr. Racine KC Racine, WI
(Roy Jones)

Aug 14-17* Manhattan/Topeka KC  Topeka, KS

Aug 20-21* Leavenworth KC Kansas Cty, MO
(Rally-Ron Lux
47 Dogwood Dr. Bud Lake, NJ 07828)

Aug 22-23+ Elgin KC St. Charles, IL
(Roy Jones)

Aug 29-30* Danville KC Georgetown, IL
(Roy Jones)

Sept 5-6* Kenosha KC Wilmot, WI
(Roy Jones)

Sept 11-14 Mo Rhland/3 Rivers KC Sullivan, MO

Sept 12-13* Gr. Lafayette KC Lebanon, IN
(Roy Jones)

Sept 18-20 Gateway Cluster Purina Farms

Sept 26-27* Rockford/Freeport KC  Freeport, IL
(Roy Jones)

Oct 4* Stone City KC Morris, IL
(Roy Jones)

Oct 4-10* SCA National Specialty Indianapolis, IN
(Foy Trent)

Oct 16-20 Prairieland Classic Springfield, 1L

Oct 24 Evansville KC Princeton, IN
*-Obedience and Rally offered
+-Obedience offered
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Aug 8-9 * Jeffco KC Pacific, MO
(Judith Walker, Trial Sec.
PO Box 1634 Fenton, MO 63026)

Sept 4-6* Evansville Obed. Club  Evansville, IN
(Terry Blake, Trial Sec.
3417 Kensington Ave. Evansville, IN
47710)

Sept 12-13* Peoria OTC Pottstown, IL
(Melinda Doerfler, Trial Sec.
14019 N. Savage Rd. Brimfield, IL 61517)

Sept 19-20* Forest City DTC Loves Park, IL
(Roy Jones)

Oct 10-11* Mound City TC Caseyville, IL
(Carolyn S. Hesser, Trial Sec.
1557 Kraft St. St. Louis, MO 63139)

Oct 17-18 Quad Cities DOC Moline, IL
(Anne Copeland, Trial Sec.
1034 E. Tulip Way Palatine, IL 60074)

Oct 16-18* Springfield, MO DTC Springfield, MO

(Margery west, Trial Sec.
5143 S. Dollison Ave. Springfield, MO
65810)

*-Rally offered

Unless otherwise noted, Onofrio is the Superintende nt.
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River City's Autumn Sky (Pat Schuler, breeder/owner)
went Winners Bitch and Best of Opposite Sex for 1 pt.
on April 18, 2009 at Terre Haute.

River City's Moonlight Frost  (Pat Schuler,
breeder/owner) went Winners Dog on April 25, 2009 at
the Champaign Kennel Club show in Decatur.

River City's Moonlight Frost  (Pat Schuler,
breeder/owner) went Winners Dog on May 2, 2009 at
the Spirit of the Heartland Kennel Club show at Purina
Farms. He earned 2 pts for the win.

River City's Moonlight Frost  (Pat Schuler,
breeder/owner) went Winners Dog/Best of Winners/Best
of Breed on May 30, 2009 at the Mississippi Valley
Kennel Club show at Purina Farms. He earned 1 pt for
the win.

River City's Autumn Sky (Pat Schuler, breeder/owner)
went Winners Bitch/Best of Winners/Best of Breed for 1
pt. on May 31, 2009 at Purina Farms.

Northface’'s Skywalker (Pat Schuler, co-owner) was
Winner’s Dog and Best of Opposite Sex at the
Mississippi Valley KC show on May 31, 2009.

Northface’'s Skywalker (Pat Schuler, co-owner) went
Winners Dog/Best of Winners at the Rolla, MO KC
show on June 14, 2009. He earned 1 point.
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July.
7/17 - Caesar Roseman
7127 - Steve Miller
7/28 - Paul DeMerath
August
8/11 - Chris Roseman
8/17 - Kevin Scott
8/19/04 - Spirit Niemann (Samoyed)
8/20 - Pat Kennedy
8/26/97 - Graff Sutcliffe (Samoyed)
September
9/29/98 - Jake Niemann (Samoyed)
October
10/3 - Monica Brzezinski
10/4/06 - Connor Devaney (Samoyed)
10/7/98 - Niko Kabler (Samoyed)
10/13 - Sarah Dashner
10/20/95 - Gypsy Niemann (Samoyed)
10/21 - Marta DeMerath
10/25 - Gabriella Roseman
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By Marta DeMerath

Are you a computer buff? Do you like to talk with
people with similar interests? Maybe joining a Yahoo!
Group devoted to Samoyeds is right up your alley!

A search of “Samoyed” on Yahoo! Groups turned up
118 different discussion groups. Some groups are
dedicated to specific breeder kennels (Hawkwind and
Vanderbilt are a few examples). Other groups are
hosted by Samoyed devotees in various areas of the
country (Southern California Working Dogs and the
Buckeye Samoyed club are examples) or of the world
(ANZSAMS is about Samoyeds in Australia and New
Zealand). There are groups dedicated to informing the
public about dog legislation and groups that are there
for the pedigree geeks. If you're looking to find just the
right match for your girl, you need not look any further
than Sammy_Studs . Once the puppies arrive, there’s
a group set up to help sell your puppies,
SamoyedListings . There are mushing groups, agility
groups and rescue groups. There are groups that deal
with health issues and groups that deal with
temperament issues. If you want to discuss the history
of the Samoyed breed, there’s a group for you. If you
are into collecting Samoyed gifts and articles, there’s a
group for that as well. If you're trying to build a major
(in California) look no further. If you're trying to look into
Samoyed judges, you're covered. There’s even a group
for Samoyed owners that feed a BARF, or raw diet.

Some of the largest groups on Yahoo! are
CommunicationServicesSCA , and show_sams . The
CommServe group sends out legislative alerts, minutes
of the SCA board meetings and other information
pertinent to SCA members. The show_sams group is
open to all Samoyed owners interested in both
conformation and performance events. If you are
interested in joining a non-show specific list try
http://samoyed.org/samjam/ or http://www.samfans.org/
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Submitted by Donna Niemann

Here's something you might want to check out the next
time you're on the internet -- the fact that
www.weather.com has a pets page. You can easily
enter your own zip code to view your own area. You
not only get the forecast, but all kinds of pet care
advice. You can even check the mosquito levels in the
area to see when would be the best time to walk the
dog. And of course they have plenty of cute pet photos
that people have submitted. You have to go to their
home page first and choose pets. After that, it's saved
and it comes up every time you go to the site.

“We give dogs time we can spare, space we can spare
and love we can spare. And in return, dogs give us
their all. It's the best deal man has ever made.”
-M. Acklam
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Summer Kay at the 2009 Temperament Test
with Sammy D. and Margo (Herkstroeter)
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2 Y% cups whole wheat flour
% cup powdered milk

1 tsp garlic powder

1 Thl wheat germ

1 tsp beef bouillon granules
1/3 cup bacon grease

1 eqgg
% cup ice water

Preheat oven to 375°

In a medium bowl, stir together the whole wheat flour,
powdered milk, garlic powder, wheat germ and beef
bouillon granules. Stir in the bacon grease and egg.
Add ice water 1 tablespoon at a time until dough is wet
enough to stick together. On a lightly floured surface,
roll the dough out to ¥z inch thickness and cut with
cookie cutters. Place biscuits 1 inch apart onto an
ungreased cookie sheet.

Bake for 25-30 minutes in preheated oven, until firm.
Cool before serving.

Summer Kay hugging Sammy D.
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By Sue Kabler

“Still on the "Scene"

Hope came to us in 2005 from a very nasty puppy mill
situation. She'd had quite a few litters and arrived with
three of her pups. She was very traumatized and full of
fears and anxieties. She was in a very good, loving
foster home for about 3 years, then, due to
circumstances, was moved to Misfit Psychology and
Rehabilitation for further help. She's making progress
on her distrust and fear of people and she's learning to
relax. She's also learning that being touched and
petted isn't all bad. Our goal is to bring Hope to the
point that she'll be able to adjust to being in her own
"forever" home. *** Any of you that saw her at the
Sammy Sunday in April could see how far she’s come.
She really deserves her own forever home.

He was showing signs of aggression toward other dogs
and, particularly cats. We've learned that much of
Barrow's aggressive behavior is due to extreme anxiety
and fear. He's making good progress and even has his
own daily sessions on a treadmill to help with his high
energy. *** Barrow also attended Sammy Sunday. He
enjoyed himself very much; especially all the attention.
He is a handsome boy!

Barrow is also at Misfit for some behavior "adjustment".

“Sammies in New Homes”

These two great Sammies were spoken for before they
had a chance to be “New on the Scene.”

Ziggy came back to us through no fault of his own.
He’s a very happy, calm and affectionate Sammy boy.
I'm very happy to report that he is being fostered by Bill
and Diana Szalkowski. At last report, all is well.

Coda has also come back to us. Again, it wasn't really
his fault. He's very sweet and affectionate, but has very
deep fears of thunderstorms and loud noises. Annette
and Quentin Auvray of New Town have adopted Coda
and are helping him learn to cope with his fears with lots
of love and patience.

St. Louis Samoyed Rescue has established a new
sponsor program, “Touched by a Sammy.” The
program is set-up to help defray the costs involved in
re-homing rescue dogs. A monthly donation or one
time donation will get the donors name listed in the
Rescue newsletter. You can also ear-mark your
donation towards a particular dog. Contact Sue Kabler
at kablerds@sbcglobal.net if you're interested in making
a tax deductible donation.

Despite Rescue’s best efforts at fund raising and
discounts from area kennels, they can barely make
ends meet with the cost of boarding dogs in the rescue
program. St. Louis Samoyed Rescue is making a
desperate plea for people to become foster homes for
dogs in need. Rescue will pay for food, vet bills,
grooming and in some cases, mileage if you agree to
take on a foster dog. If you're interested in becoming a
foster home, or just have questions, contact Sue at:
kablerds@sbcglobal.net or (636) 922-1625.

www.stlsamrescue.org
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The deadline for submissions to the Samoyed Update Spring
issue is October 15, 2009! Please e-mail your brags, reports,
articles, pictures etc. to: icebowl2@charter.net

Subscription to the Samoyed Update is included with membership
in the Spirit of St. Louis Samoyed Club.

Please visit our web site at: www.stlsamoyed.com

For additional membership information please contact

Marta DeMerath at: icebowl2@charter.net

Non-members may subscribe at the cost of $5 per year
(4 issues). Please contact Paul at: icebowl2@charter.net
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Summer BBQ at 2:00 p.m. on Aug. 23rd at Stan and Donna
Niemann’s (442 Tailor Lane, O’Fallon, MO)

Club Meetings on Monday, Sept. 14th and Oct. 12th,
7:00 pm at Airedale Antics.

13" Annual Spirit of St. Louis Canine Games  at Purina
Farms on Sunday, Sept. 27" from 8:30-4:00.

Spirit of St. Louis Samoyed Club
Paul DeMerath, Editor

3704 Rhett’s Landing

Belleville, IL 62221-0414




