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The Spirit of St. Louis Samoyed Club meets at 7:00 pm 
on the 2nd Monday  of each month, except for January, 
July, August and December because of special events. 
 

The club meetings are held at Airedale Antics  (dogs 
welcome!), 7316 Manchester Ave., Maplewood, MO 
63143 (www.airedaleantics.com) unless otherwise 
noted. 
 

Officers: 
President:  Bill Szalkowski 
Vice President: Carolyn Herkstroeter 
Secretary:  Marta DeMerath 
Treasurer:  Teresa Carl 

 

Board Members: 
 Sarah Dashner 
 Paul DeMerath 

Suzanne Devaney 
Jarrod Jones 

 Kelly Thuet 
 

Web Site:  www.stlsamoyed.com 
 

Samoyed Update Editor:   Paul DeMerath 
 

 

 
 

“Nanook” Kevin and Maggie welcome you to 
 the Winter 2010 Samoyed Update! 
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Monday, February 8, 2010, 7:00 pm 
Our regularly scheduled club meeting, to be held at 
Airedale Antics, 7316 Manchester Ave., Maplewood, 
MO.   
 

Monday, March 8, 2010, 7:00 pm 
Our regularly scheduled club meeting, to be held at 
Airedale Antics, 7316 Manchester Ave., Maplewood, 
MO.   
 

Sunday, March 28, 2010, 1:30 - 4:00 pm 
Dog of the Week , AKC Museum of the Dog, 1721 
South Mason Rd., St. Louis, MO. 
 

Friday, April 9, 2010, 7:00 - 10:00 pm 
Samoyed Rescue Trivia Night,  Maryland Heights 
Community Center. 
 

Monday, April 12, 2010, 7:00 pm 
Our regularly scheduled club meeting, to be held at 
Airedale Antics, 7316 Manchester Ave., Maplewood, 
MO.   
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Activities for bored Sammies and their people:    
 

Sunday Afternoon Agility at Happy Dog Spot 
(February or March?) 

 

Herding Day for Sammies  (March or April?) 
 

Hiking with our Sammies  (April and/or May?) 
 

The above activities are currently being scheduled, 
plus one or two exciting programs for club meeting 
nights.  Please watch for updates and send me your 
ideas for fun activities and informative programs.   
 

Carolyn Herkstroeter, Vice President/Program Chair 
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It is 2010 and another year has flown by. It never 
ceases to amaze me how few do so much.  Part of this 
report is to look back at 2009 and see what we have 
done.  My challenge is that when I list people for special 
recognition I omit others who were just as important.  
So I am cutting the recognition comments down and 
skipping many.  So apologies in advance but know that 
I appreciate each and everyone of you and what you do 
for our club.    
 

First and foremost for this year, I want to thank Paul and 
Marta.  Like most of you, they are really busy, but they 
always find the time to make sure the Club moves 
forward in spite of my leadership.  My thanks to Airedale 
Antics (Tony and Sheri) for their continued assistance 
throughout the year by allowing us the use of their store 
for our meetings and for assisting the Club in numerous 
other areas.  Stan, Donna, Susan and Kelly, I 
appreciate your willingness to step up when others 
couldn’t.  Carl and Carolyn, you’re the modern history of 
the club.  Your advice and directions temper our 
activities and your participation continues to be critical 
to the Club’s success.  Teresa, thanks for getting 
involved and taking a lead as Treasurer.  Board 
members, kudos for making it another year.  Everyone 
else, like Di and me, I appreciate everything you do, 
and as we go forward I ask you to do even more. 
 

Our club and our activities may appear inadequate or 
lacking to some, but we do make a difference.  I often 
think of Max, Casper, Dakota and now Ziggy as well as 
all of our Club and Rescue dogs, past and present, and 
think of how much they meant to us and how many lives 
they touch and have touched.  Often, as I meet with 
you, I am humbled by how much more energy many of 
you put into all of our activities.  I still confuse the line 
between our Club and Rescue, but in my mind we do 
not work in a dissimilar direction.  2010 will be a pivotal 
year for both groups.  It is up to us to determine the 
direction and success.  Please take a leadership role.  If 
what we have done doesn’t meet your expectations - 
change it.  I am excited that our new members question 
why and what we do.  We all need that passion.  Roles 
will be changing in 2010.  We have an ongoing need for 
volunteers, so please consider starting 2010 with the 
conviction of getting more involved or re-involved with 
the club. 
 
-  January:   At our Club Holiday Banquet, members 
were recognized for their volunteer efforts and dogs 
were given certificates for titles earned during 2008.  
We discussed 2009 and identified dates that impacted 
the membership.  The Silent/Live Auctions netted nearly 
$700 for rescue. 
 

-  March:   Our meeting highlight was a presentation on 
our Safety Sam Program. 

-  April:   We started the nomination process (an 
opportunity for everyone in 2010).  We added a 
donation of $100 to NAIA.  Had a well attended and 
much appreciated presentation on Conformation by Dr. 
Ralph Graph.  We finished up April with a Super 
Sammy Sunday and Dog of the Week at the AKC 
Museum of the Dog.   
 

-  May:   We held a fun event behind Airedale Antics - 
CGC and TDI Testing. 
 

-  June:   The Club voted and approved Officers and 
Board Members for 2009 -10.  Teresa assumed a new 
Leadership role - hooray.  During our Board meeting, 
Teresa led a good discussion on budget concerns, but 
we still renewed our charitable contributions to a 
number of organizations.  An interesting presentation on 
dog behavior was given by David and Felicia Chesser.  
Work on the 2009 Canine Games was well underway, 
including distribution of fliers and posting of entry forms 
on our website.   
 

-  September:   We thanked Stan and Donna for hosting 
our picnic.  I don’t believe we broke anything and I 
thought that the cookies brought for the dogs were 
really good because I inadvertently ate one.  We 
reviewed the minutes of the informal meeting that we 
had at the picnic and agreed on the content.  Planning 
for the 2009 Canine Games continued. 
 

-  October:   The 2009 Spirit of St. Louis Canine Games 
were a great success.  We owe lots of thanks all 
around, but especially to Co-Chairs, Susan and Carl, 
and to all Steering Committee Members for their many 
hours of work in planning this event.  Thanks to all the 
Club members that donated their time, money and gift 
baskets on the day of the Games.  It always amazes me 
at the talent of our Club members and their willingness 
to create and donate for the benefit of our Furry 
Friends. 
 

-  November:   The Spirit of St. Louis Samoyed Club 
was well represented at the Thanksgiving Day Parade 
in Downtown St. Louis.  Thanks to all Club Members 
and Sammies who participated.  
 

The previous list is just the tip of the iceberg of our Club 
accomplishments for 2009.  I look forward to the many 
things planned for our Club in 2010.  I am not a typist or 
a writer but I know what I like – which is you, our dogs 
and the role we play in our community.  In 2009, we 
gained some new members as well as renewed 
involvement by existing Club members.  As I mentioned 
2010 will be a pivotal year.  We need to continue to add 
members and challenge each other on how we improve 
on 2009.  One of my favorite sayings is that “when you 
stop growing, you start dying.”  We do too much and 
help too many not to grow.  Have a safe and 
prosperous 2010 and I look forward to working with all 
of you. 
 

Bill Szalkowski, President 
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By Marta DeMerath 

 
Thanksgiving Day, November 26, 2009 started with the 
clock alarm going off at 6:00 a.m.  Paul and I rose in the 
blackness to a cold, windy, overcast day.  The game 
plan of wearing layers and our Club wind-breakers 
looking less and less appealing as the morning 
progressed.  Armed with my cup of coffee and Paul 
fortified by “a Coke and a smoke,” we piled the boys in 
the van and took off to collect Jarrod, Teresa and 
Chiba.   
 

Our contingent arrived at the drop off location at 7:40.  
Sarah, Steve and Isis were walking by as we unloaded 
the van.  Sarah offered to take a dog and found out just 
how ill-trained Mac is.  He took off!  Luckily he only went 
a couple of feet before “nature called,” and he stopped 
to water a shrub.  When we got to our #99 starting 
location we met Carl, Carolyn, Mindy, Sammy D and 
Margo.  Zombie, Jake and Gypsy were also there with 
Stan and Donna.  Bill and Ziggy, Monica, Kevin and 
Maggie and Mark, Lisa and Bear added to our little 
band of marchers/dog walkers. 
 

Parade participants and parade attendees “oohed and 
ahhed” over the large group of white dogs.  It gave Club 
members a wonderful opportunity to educate the public 
about Samoyeds and show them off as beautiful and 
lovely companions.  O.K., so maybe people just wanted 
to warm their icy fingers by petting all that fur.  
Whatever the reason, the crew was well received. 
 

Mac was a hit with the Mehlville dance crew, many of 
which attend the M.A.C. dance studio.  Ziggy was in 
heaven-receiving more belly rubs than I could count!  
Zombie didn’t know what to make of all the other white 
dogs.  His excitement was contagious.  Margo quickly 
located my treat pocket and gave me the “hairy eyeball” 
until it was time to move on down the parade route. 
 

We did have a casualty prior to the start of the parade.  
Chiba played so hard on the rough concrete that he 
wore down two pads on his rear feet.  Teresa noticed 
the little blood drops that had accumulated on the 
pavement and sure enough, it was Chiba.  Lisa asked 
the folks in the trolley, two units behind us, if Jarrod, 
Teresa and Chiba could join them.  They were gracious 
enough to let them ride along with their passengers. . . 
beauty pageant participants!  I don’t know who enjoyed 
the ride more, Chiba or Jarrod! 
 

The actual parade went off without a hitch.  The dogs 
were wonderful ambassadors, going over to be petted, 
hugged and photographed by many of the people along 
the parade route.  “What beautiful dogs” was heard all 
along the route. 
 

Post parade, Paul was able to locate the Packer-Lions 
game on the radio so we didn’t miss the opening kick-
off.  My knees and ankles are getting stiff as I write this 
article (it’s hell getting old).  Nicky has been reminded 

again, that at 8 ½ years old, he has to “pay the piper” if 
he acts like a two year old and pulls the entire length of 
the parade. . . he’s as stiff as I am!  Most of all I’m 
thankful for all the wonderful folks (and dogs) in our club 
that come out in the early morning cold!  Happy 
Thanksgiving! 
 

 
 

More Highlights at:  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a5AJKaXW0WY 
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February  
2/1 - Tony Phipps 
2/1/05 - Zombie Niemann 
2/11 - Suzanne Devaney 
2/11 - Diane Colvin 
2/14 - Isis Dashner-Miller 
 
March  
3/5 - Nichole Worachek 
3/6/98 - Maggie Brzezinski-Scott 
3/23 - Cortland Roseman 
3/23/06 - Mr. Beaujangles Colvin 
3/31/09 - Barron’s Badda Boom Badda Bing 
 
April  
4/1 - Sue Kabler 
4/4/96 - Cleo Roseman (Border Collie) 
4/13/00 - Ariann Kennedy (Great Pyrenees) 
4/20/01 - Am/Int Ch Rexann’s Warrior King Macbeth 
4/21 - Lori Roseman 
4/22 - Lois Kennedy 
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By Marta DeMerath 

 

The annual Spirit of St. Louis Samoyed Club Awards 
Banquet and Auction was held on Saturday, January 9, 
2010 at the AKC Museum of the Dog.   A large number 
of Club members and guests joined Zombie and Isis in 
enjoying good food and good company.  
 

The evening began with setting up the tables for dinner 
and tables for both the silent and live auction.  We all 
sat down for dinner at about 6:30 p.m.  Dinner consisted 
of hot beef sandwiches and a variety of side dishes and 
salads.  Kelly brought her famous clam chowder and 
Donna contributed another fabulous dessert (chocolate 
cheesecake).  Without a doubt, nobody left hungry! 
 

After a short business meeting, Carl and Carolyn 
presented awards to dogs that earned titles in the past 
year.  Volunteers were also recognized for their help at 
both the Temperament Test and the Canine Games.  
Special recognition went out to those dogs that 
participated in our Safety Sams program during 2010.  
Thanks to Kouga, Pebbles, Margo, Mindy and Sammy 
D. for helping children learn dog bite prevention. 
 

The silent auction concluded shortly after the awards 
were presented.  For years, the Spirit of St. Louis 
Samoyed Club has donated the proceeds of the 
auctions to St. Louis Samoyed Rescue.  The live 
auction was held with Bill and Kelly as auctioneers.  
Lot’s of baskets of “stuff” were sold and some items 
were even re-sold to add to a profitable evening for 
Rescue.  It’s a good thing other folks don’t see the 
number of baskets that include wine as they’d conclude 
our Club was comprised of a bunch of lushes!  We had 
hand-carved spoons, artwork, hand made knit goods, 
books, dog treats, chocolates etc. up for bid.  One of the 
more unique items was a silly hat.  The winner, Mark 
Heatherly, hopefully will join Paul and Bill in wearing his 
hat at next year’s Thanksgiving Day parade.  If he has 
to work, the honor will fall to Lisa to be the first woman 
to join in wearing a silly hat!  The final total of our 
donation to St. Louis Samoyed Rescue (book sale and 
both auctions) was $925. 
 

 
 

Mark modeling his new crazy hat! 

.������5����� �
By Marta DeMerath 

 

February is National Dental Health Month.  Good dental 
health is important not only to humans, but their canine 
companions as well.  The same problems that occur in 
humans when there is a lack of dental hygiene, can also 
beset our dogs. 
 

It’s important to examine your pet’s mouth to check for 
tartar build up.  Tartar (dental calculus) is made up of 
various mineral salts, organic materials and food 
particles.  When these items begin to accumulate on 
teeth they are a soft material called plaque.  The plaque 
later hardens and adheres to the teeth.  As the 
accumulation of plaque and tartar continues, gums 
become inflamed.  If unchecked, this can lead to 
recession of the gums and eventually the loss of teeth.  
Dogs with this problem have bad breath that goes 
beyond normal “dog breath,” and the mouth becomes a 
source of infection.  These infections, if left untreated, 
can enter the bloodstream and migrate to the heart, 
causing damage to the heart valves.  
 

There are a number of things you can do to help your 
dog’s dental health.  One of the easiest preventatives is 
to feed you dog hard or course food.  The abrasive 
action of chewing the hard food will help reduce the 
accumulation of plaque.  Another easy method of 
protection is to give your dog chew toys and treats that 
promote dental health.  Nylabones, hard rubber chews 
and rawhides (in moderation) all scrub the teeth while 
being chewed.  Greenies, Booda Bones and Nylabone 
all make dental treats.  Just remember that treats also 
provide your dog with calories and too many will 
produce an overweight dog albeit one with clean teeth!  
Most importantly, remember to brush your dog’s teeth 
on a regular basis.  That said, never use human 
toothpaste on your pet.  Human toothpaste is meant to 
be spit out, something you dog won’t be able to do.  
Purchase special enzymatic toothpaste specifically 
designed for your dog’s teeth.  Often theses canine 
pastes will be beef or chicken flavored.  Mildly abrasive 
dental pads can also be used to clean the teeth or in a 
pinch, a paste of water and baking soda can be used.  
Many companies design special toothbrushes with long 
handles, dual heads and some that are three sided to 
clean more tooth area in a single brushing.  
Supplements such as Plaque Off (available at Airedale 
Antics) and Leba III are also said to be useful in 
preventing plaque build up.  Finally, your vet can 
provide professional teeth cleaning to ensure your dog’s 
good dental health. 

 
 

He is your friend, your partner,  
 

your defender, your dog. 
 

You are his life, his love, his leader. 
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Submitted by Marta DeMerath, Membership Chair 

 

In the past few newsletters, we’ve introduced you to 
some of our newer members.  This quarter, you’ll meet 
one of the charter members of the Spirit of St. Louis 
Samoyed Club, Jackie Parchman. 
 

Are you from the Metro St. Louis area? 
No, we moved here in 1959.  I grew up in Indianapolis, 
Indiana. 
 

What do (did) you do for a living? 
I did copywriting and ad layout for Penney’s until I had 
the kids.  After we moved to St. Louis, I did secretarial 
work, newsletter layout, was Communications Manager 
for The C. V. Mosby Company (now Elsevier), and 
started Pets Are Inn, which was a pet-sitting franchise 
based in Minneapolis.  Four years later when my 
husband became seriously ill, I sold it. 
 

How did you first become involved in Samoyeds?  
What drew you to the breed? 
When Alison and Mark were about two and four years 
old, I took them to a dog show because there was 
nothing better to do on a rainy Sunday afternoon.  It 
was a benched show, and there were three big white 
teddy bears sitting in a row.  I told the children they 
would bite (yeah, I know, dumb, dumb, dumb), but the 
breeder assured me they wouldn’t.  Sure enough they 
loved the kids.  I never forgot those smiling faces. 
 

We moved to Kirkwood and adopted a dog from the 
APA - probably a Sheltie/Collie mix.  He developed a 
growth in his ear which could not be operated on, and 
we had to have him euthanized after only a year and a 
half.  One day I was in downtown Kirkwood and saw a 
truck with what appeared to be Samoyed heads on it 
parked in a place of business.  I walked in and inquired 
about it.  A Mr. Sutcliffe owned both the business and 
Sammies, and invited me to his home to look at 
scrapbooks of his dogs since they were no longer living 
(Grenville Sutcliffe is that man’s son). 
 

After that I had to have one!  We followed the ads in the 
newspaper, and purchased Frostie from breeders in 
Illinois.  Can’t say they were actually backyard breeders 
because they had a male and female from two 
prestigious kennels of the time, but the dogs probably 
were not well-matched.  Anyway, we came home with 
10-week-old Frostie and never looked back. 
 

Have you ever owned another breed of dog?  Cats? 
We had a German Shepherd hand-me-down briefly in 
Indianapolis, but he quickly grew too protective, and we 
had to returned him to the owner.  He ended up on a 
farm where he could protect to his heart’s content.  We 
also had a Calico cat who was a holy terror, and then 
“got stuck with” a beautiful caramel-colored boy -
eighteen pounds of Maine Coon cat mixed with 
something else.  We also had parakeets and guinea 
pigs.  We also had a duck and chicken that turned out 

to be a rooster.  We bought Quacky a swimming pool 
and the chicken (before he realized he was a rooster) 
would sit on the edge of the pool squawking as Quacky 
enjoyed himself paddling around. 
 
I’ve read on the SCA site that you’ve owned the fir st 
and oldest dog to earn a Rally Excellent title plus  
the oldest dog to earn a tracking title.  I also no ticed 
(on your car) that Cheers had earned virtually ever y 
title, or so it seemed, given by the AKC.  Tell us 
about these accomplishments. 
I got into obedience training with Frostie by reading a 
book by Blanche Saunders and training him at home.  
By that time I had made friends with a family who had a 
Sam and knew Peggy Borcherding who was then pretty 
much the guru of the Samoyed set.  She was interested 
in seeing Frostie because of his pedigree, but when she 
saw him she said, “Where in the world did you come 
from?”  I thought he was the most beautiful dog in the 
whole world and it hurt my feelings.  It didn’t get any 
better when he jumped up on her and she kneed him in 
the chest.  He yowled and I went to him to try to make it 
better - and Peggy told me in no uncertain terms not to 
do it.  Things were not going well.  However, she asked 
me to demonstrate what I had taught him, and 
commented that he was almost ready to show - that I 
should take a class to polish up.  And then I liked her 
better. 
 
I kept Frostie’s canned food in the basement, and every 
night he went down to bring up a can.  Alison’s friends 
though it great fun when they switched the dog food 
with the veggies and he brought up a can of beets. 
 
So I began obedience training with Frostie and that was 
the start.  Frostie was an excellent obedience dog - the 
best of four I had.  He earned a CDX in just four shows, 
not the usual thing for a Sam.  When I was showing him 
in utility, he would go out to stand over the scent articles 
- and survey the scene.  If he couldn’t see them, he 
couldn’t possibly pick one out.  However, in practice he 
could do it perfectly.  About that time I went back to 
work and quit showing.  I figured I’d just get a UD on the 
next dog.  Ha!  Frostie was my “consistent” dog. 
 
Then came Gambler.  He was the “clown.”  He was also 
big - 25 inches.  He earned a CD and an HIC.  He was 
trained in CDX work and some utility, but started 
favoring one of his back legs.  His OFA x-rays at two 
years of age had shown him to be dysplastic, so I 
retired him.  Gambler was also certified for tracking, but 
did not earn a tracking title.  However, one vignette may 
show you why he was the “clown.”  At his first novice 
show at Concordia Seminary, the gate fencing was solid 
wood, probably about 24 inches high.  Because he was 
so big he could look over the fence and spent the entire 
heeling pattern observing what was going on in the 
adjoining rings - but keeping up with me nicely.  (They 
used to call him the “golden in drag” because he heeled 
so well.)  At any rate, I left him on the group sit and 
went across the ring with the other handlers.  Almost 
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immediately, he got up and began touring the ring and 
visiting the other dogs.  Judy Strickland was a ring 
steward, and she began trying to corral him, but he kept 
moving.  Eventually, he simply lay down in the middle of 
the ring, rolled over on his back, waving his paws, and 
woo-wooing.  One of his other habits was to do the 
same woo-woo as I turned my back to walk away on 
every recall. 
 

Next came Chloe Bear.  I had been joking with Linda 
Lashley (Anadyr Kennel) that I would take a rescue 
female IF she was obedience and crate-trained, 
spayed, liked other dogs and cats, and was a big girl.  
Several days later, Linda called and said she had just 
the dog for me.  It was a case of divorce and neither 
husband nor wife could keep Chloe Bear.  So the 
husband brought her over.  She weighed eighty pounds!  
She trotted across my yard and back and then had to lie 
down and rest.  However, she and Gambler liked each 
other, so we kept her and pared her down to 65 lbs.  To 
say she was a happy dog was an understatement.  
Chloe never met a person, dog, cat, food, place, or 
activity she didn’t like.  So she was my “happy dog.”  
Chloe earned a CD, but before she earned her CDX 
she had a problem with her shoulder so I retired her.  
Not willing to let her sit and do nothing, we took up 
tracking.  As I said, Chloe never saw a food she didn’t 
like, and she would even track for lettuce.  She earned 
a TD (Tracking Dog) title. 
 

After Gambler died, I began looking for a male rescue.  
But again, a call came from Linda Lashley.  A pick-of-
the-litter female was not working out well in 
conformation - gait and personality.  Would I like her?  
Well, Sammy girls don’t always get along well, but Linda 
brought Cheers over.  The girls got along fine.  Cheers 
sidled up to Hobie cat who was under a table.  Hobie 
hissed once, and Cheers never bothered him again.  
They actually became pretty good friends.  Cheers was 
just eleven months old, born on Christmas Day in 1992. 
(Carolyn’s Sunny was her litter brother.) 
 

 

My husband died in January 1995.  Cheers and I 
became constant companions.  I still had Chloe but she 
was ten, and Hobie was still with me too.  At any rate, 
Cheers was never flashy, rarely enthused about 
working, but she was always a perfect lady - when a 
Schnauzer rushed up to her growling and snarling, she 
simply sat there and turned her head.  The Schnauzer 
was nonplussed, put on the brakes and walked away.  
But Cheers and I just kept trying things and she kept 
getting titles - not advanced titles, mind you, but she did 
just about everything.  She earned her CDX, her UKC 
CD, AG-1 and AG-2, her NA, NJP, her HCT, her CGC 
and TDI, TT, ASCA-CD.  We even went to camp in 
Michigan where she became a Dog Scout of America 
and earned four badges.  I had never shown a dog in 
conformation, but just for a lark I entered her in the 
IABCA veteran’s class at ten years of age.  And she 
became a Champion!  At twelve years of age, she 
earned her Rally Excellent title becoming the first 
Sammy to do so.  That was just three months before 
she was diagnosed with liver cancer.  She died in 2006. 
 

Cheers had her, kindly put, peculiarities.  Wastebaskets 
were always out of sight or up too high for her to reach.  
She was a counter surfer par excellence until she was 
too old to stand on her hind legs.  She stole dog cookies 
out of Jeannee Brave’s purse, unrolled toilet paper and 
pulled it clear into the living room, would search out and 
swallow knee high nylons without chewing them, 
chewed up and swallowed parts of two leather leashes, 
twice ate several dollar bills, and once ate $60!  (Yeah, 
yeah, I didn’t bother with the little ones, but I have to 
admit that I watched for the two $20s and the $10—held 
my nose and washed them off!)  She and Chloe played 
hard.  When Chloe wanted to come in and I opened the 
door, she would grab Chloe by the tail to keep her from 
going in.  In time, she completely ruined Chloe’s 
beautiful tail.  Nonetheless, she was my darling girl no 
matter what.  She did (almost) everything I asked of her 
(except tracking) and I miss her still. 
 

 
 

And now there is Captain—a Sammy mix (we’re pretty 
sure).  He’s the dog who came to dinner and stayed.  
His personality problems were many.  And why not?  He 
was used briefly as a bait dog for a Rottie and sustained 
injuries serious enough to keep him in an air cast for 
three months.  He was in a home with another Sammy 
and a woman who loved him, but she never trained him 
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and never socialized him.  She died suddenly when he 
was five, and our rescue took him in.  After four months 
in a kennel and going stir crazy, I took him home with 
great trepidation.  He has overcome so much, and I am 
very proud of him.  He even “graduated” from Sue 
Schulze’s Beginner Obedience Training.  Captain’s bad 
habits?  He would get up on the bed and suck and chew 
pieces out of the sheets, blankets, and bedspreads.  So 
if you’re ever in my house and notice ragged edges and 
holes in the bedding, you’ll know why.  He will also dig 
in purses for edibles and has had his stomach emptied 
because he ate a whole package of chewing gum with 
xylitol as a sweetener!  
 

When did you join the Spirit of St. Louis Samoyed 
Club? 
Peggy Borcherding encouraged (read: insisted) that we 
form a Samoyed Club in 1980 (I think) and, yes, I was a 
charter member.  Carl and Carolyn might have been, 
too.  As was Linda Lashley.  I’m not sure how we 
actually founded it and I haven’t a clue when we wrote a 
constitution and bylaws.  I think we just started having 
regular meetings.  I know there was discussion about 
applying to be an AKC club, but there were certain 
requirements we felt we couldn’t meet and so we never 
applied. 
 

What has been your favorite Club activity over the 
years? 
I don’t think I have a favorite activity, but I enjoy most 
anything where there are “dog” people I can talk with.  
We did several herding “days” a while back and that 
was fun.  Currently, I think the January dinner auction is 
my favorite. 
 

You’re also involved in Rescue.  Tell us how that 
came about. 
I’m not really sure.  Chloe Bear was a rescue dog, but I 
didn’t start being active until maybe eight, nine or ten 
years ago.  Rescue had already joined National 
Samoyed Rescue (NSR) before I became active.  I 
have fostered four or five dogs.  It’s just a gradual 
process - you just get sucked in (sorry guys, I’m only 
kidding).  Anyway, I’ve been on the board three years 
maybe, and this year I am the Secretary.  Then, I’m not 
sure how this happened either, but I started doing two 
month shifts as the Corresponding Secretary (e-mail 
address:  info@samoyedrescue.org), and then last year 
was asked to be on the NSR board and have just 
signed on for another year.  I guess I don’t have to say 
how rewarding it is to save a dog and then place 
him/her in a wonderful home. 
 

What are your and Captain’s favorite foods? 
Favorite foods?  Mine are probably a good steak 
(medium rare), lobster tail, and carrot cake - crème 
brulee runs a close second.  Captain really likes 
breakfast cereal, yogurt, anything chocolate that he can 
get, and PEANUT BUTTER.  He also is crazy about 
applesauce ice cubes which we refer to as dessert - he 
gets two every night after supper. 
 

Feel free to share any other stories you’d like. 
I think I’ve told enough stories - and this is way too long 
as it is, but I have to get in a plug for rescue - it’s simple 
enough.  We need all the help and money we can get - 
all the time.  BUT it’s also important to say that I’m so 
glad we have a friendly working relationship with the 
Club and appreciate the help it gives us.  I guess I 
would like to see us continue and expand on the 
activities we do together.
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By Sue Kabler 
 

FOREVER HOME FOUND! - Zombie (used to be 
Lance) has been adopted by Stan and Donna Niemann. 
He’s a very happy Sammie with his new family. 
 

 
 

STILL WAITING AND HOPING… - Weiss is a turn-in 
due to his owner’s poor health. He did spend some time 
with a foster family, but, with the arrival of new baby, 
that didn’t work out.  He’s now at Baronwood Kennels. 
Good news - we’ve received a very good application for 
him from an experienced Sammie lover in Iowa.  
 

 
 

Barrow is still waiting and hoping that just the right 
family will appear.  
 

 
 

If you’re interested in fostering, adopting, or just have 
questions, contact Sue at:  kablerds@sbcglobal.net 

www.stlsamrescue.org 
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On behalf of St. Louis Samoyed Rescue, I would like to 
thank everyone who supported Rescue during 2009.  
Without your generous donations, help with holiday gift 
wrapping at area bookstores and participation in the 
January auction, we would not have survived as we had 
huge carry-over vet and boarding bills from 2008. 
 

Thanks to your generous bidding, the auction netted 
$925.  Gift wrapping proceeds equal close to $1800.  
Together with donations from individuals, we have been 
able to pay all boarding, vet bills and foster expenses to 
date and are operating in the black. 
 

We appreciate the support of the Spirit of St. Louis 
Samoyed club, its members, and individuals who 
enable rescue to continue to help Samoyeds in need.  
 

Carolyn Herkstroeter, Treasurer, STL Samoyed Rescue 
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Kouga (Thuet) won the most original costume contest 
on Dec 5th at the Jingle Bell dog walk.  He was a giant 
gingerbread man and Kelly made the costume. Kouga 
also won the costume contest Oct 31st at Petropolis.  
He was a ghoul for Halloween.  The crowd loved him! 
 
River City's Fyrnice Itsnowmirage completed her AKC 
Championship with a 4 pt major win on November 14th 
at the Lima Kennel Club.  Also, at the same show, her 
nephew, River City's Moonlight Frost attained his first 4 
point major.  One more major to go for Moonlight! 
 
Bill and Di Szalkowski’s daughter, Marianne, gave birth 
to their first grand-daughter in December.  Despite 
arriving five weeks early, while Bill and Di were in 
Europe, everyone is doing fine! 
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The Spirit of St. Louis Samoyed Club offers its 
condolences to Sue Schulze for her loss of Marvin. 
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Feb 6-7  St. Joseph KC   St. Joseph, MO 
 

Feb 6-7  Double Exposure  Fond du Lac, WI 
   (2/6 - Joyce Emerson, Show Sec.  

2/7 - Eve Rittberg, Show Sec.   
822 Griffith Ave NW  Maple Lake, MN  55358) 

 

Feb 25-28* Prk Shore/Blkhwk/Int KC Chicago, IL 
 

March 6-7  Belle-City KC   Belleville, IL 
 

March 13-14* Columbia KC   Columbia, MO 
 

March 13-14 Logansport KC   Auburn, IN  
   (Roy Jones) 
 

March 18-19+ Leavenworth KC  Kansas City, MO 
 

March 20-21+ Heart of America KC  Indepndence, MO 
   HOASC Specialites 
 

April 10-11+ KC of Yorkville   De Kalb, IL 
   (Roy Jones) 
 

April 22 & 24 Terre Haute KC   Terre Haute, IN 
   (Roy Jones) 
 

April 29-May 2 Champ/Sand/Mattoon KC Decatur, IL 
   (Roy Jones) 
  

*-Obedience and Rally offered 
+-Obedience offered 
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Feb 20-21   Evansville OC   Evansville, IN 
(Mimi Nicholson, Trial Sec.  
7939 Washington Ave. Evansville, IN  47715) 

 

March 20-21* Mound City OTC  Wentzville, MO 
(Carolyn S. Hesser, Trial Sec.   
1557 Kraft St. St. Louis, MO  63139) 

 

April 3*  Decatur OTC   Springfield, IL 
(Susan Zientara, Trial Sec. 
2706 Casner Rd. Oakley, IL  62501)  

 

April 4*  Capitol Canine TC  Springfield, IL 
(Pamela Lawrey, Trial Sec. 
2126 Ivy Ct. Champaign, IL  61821)  

 

April 24-25 Car-Dun-Al ODTC  Huntley, IL 
(Kim McFarlane, Trial Sec. 
110711 Bayou Ct. Huntley, IL  60142) 

 

*-Rally offered 
 

Unless otherwise noted, Onofrio is the Superintende nt. 
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April 9th, 7:00-10:00 pm, Maryland Heights Community 
Center.  Cost:  $15 per person or $120 for a table of 8. 
 

Don’t miss this fun evening to benefit Samoyed Rescue.   
For reservations or to volunteer, contact Carolyn at 
314-867-4755 or herkcmw@att.net.   
 

We would appreciate baskets or items for the silent 
auction.  If you know of a business or corporation that 
can donate an item or an event sponsorship, please 
contact Suzanne at 314-832-2903. 
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Submitted by Phyllis Massa-Busch 

 

In a recent press release, the National Institute of 
Health has announced the discovery of a potentially 
dangerous substance in the hair of dogs.  This 
substance, called "amobacter caninii" has been linked 
with the following symptoms in females:  Reluctance to 
cook, clean or do housework, a reluctance to wear 
make-up, good clothes or high heels.  Reluctance to 
spend money on home or car repairs until after 'Baby' 
has new collars, leashes, beds, treats, food, blankets or 
toys. 
 

"Amobacter caninii" usually results in long hours away 
from home and exhaustion which may lead to a loss of 
physical contact with other humans (especially 
husbands and boyfriends).  "Amobacter caninii" is 
thought to be addictive, driving the need for additional 
sources - this may lead to a "pack mentality" or, like the 
potato chip commercial, "you can't have just one". 
Beware!  If you come in contact with a female human 
infected by this substance, be prepared to talk about 
dogs for hours.   
 

Surgeon General's Warning:  Dogs are expensive, 
addictive, and may impair the ability to use common 
sense. 

 
�
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H R A F U R Q R N Q H B 
 

A T S Y O T S A V I E N 
 

F T E N N E P S A A K X 
 

Z F N B G H Z E R B B O 
 

M O A O C O M A G G I E 
 

C U D R M A Y C S E Z U 
 

R O R B G K M N P I I S 
 

Q K I P C N V R I S G I 
 

L E Z I H A I E R O G S 
 

W I N D Y Y K B I J Y I 
 

U A E B J A V D T E J Q 
 

J V V F J L E X I B T H 
 

           
 

   ASPEN     BEAR     BEAU    BING 
   CAESAR    CONNOR    GRAFF    ISIS 
   JAKE     JOSIE     LEXI    MACBETH 
   MAGGIE    MURPHY    NICKY    NIKO 
   SPIRIT     WINDY     ZIGGY    ZOMBIE 

          
 

* Please note:  If your dog is not included in the word 
search, that means Marta doesn’t have birthdate 

information for you or your dog(s).  Please contact her 
for inclusion on our Club Birthday Greetings. 
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Submitted by Phyllis Massa-Busch 

 

Collie + Lhasa Apso = Collapso : a dog that folds up for 
easy transport 
 

Spitz + Chow Chow = Spitz-Chow : a dog that throws 
up a lot 
 

Bloodhound + Borzoi = Bloody Bore : a dog that's not 
much fun 
 

Pointer + Setter = Poinsetter : a traditional Christmas 
pet 
 

Kerry Blue Terrier + Skye Terrier = Blue Skye : a dog 
for visionaries 
 

Great Pyrenees + Dachshund = Pyradachs : a puzzling 
breed 
 

Pekingnese + Lhasa Apso = Peekasso : an abstract dog 
 

Irish Water Spaniel + English Springer Spaniel = Irish 
Springer : a dog fresh and clean as a whistle 
 

Labrador Retriever + Curly Coated Retriever = Lab 
Coat Retriever : the choice of research scientists 
 

Newfoundland + Basset Hound = Newfound Asset 
Hound : a dog for financial advisors 
 

Terrier + Bulldog = Terribull : a dog that makes some 
awful mistakes 
 

Bloodhound + Labrador = Blabador : a dog that barks 
incessantly 
 

Malamute + Pointer = Moot Point :  owned by . . . oh, 
well, it just doesn't matter anyway 
 

Collie + Malamute = Commute : a dog that travels with 
you to work and back 
 

Deerhound + Terrier = Derriere : a dog that's true to the 
end 
 

Poodle + Min Pin = PooPin : a dog for constipated 
people 
 

Rottweiler + Coyote = Wile R. Coyote : Obsessive but 
entertaining hunting breed.  Keep away from 
explosives, anvils, and high places. ACME engineering 
loves this breed.  
 

Bull Terrier + Shitzu = well, you may figure this one 
out... a gregarious but unreliable breed  
Great dog for a politician. 

 
 

 
 

Bing, Dreaming of Grander Things 
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Spirit of St. Louis Samoyed Club 
Paul DeMerath, Editor 
3704 Rhett’s Landing 
Belleville, IL  62221-0414 
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The deadline for submissions to the Samoyed Update Spring 
issue is April 15, 2010!  Please e-mail your brags, reports, 
articles, pictures etc. to:  icebowl2@charter.net  
 

Subscription to the Samoyed Update is included with 
membership in the Spirit of St. Louis Samoyed Club. 
Please visit our web site at:  www.stlsamoyed.com  
For additional membership information please contact  
Marta DeMerath at:  icebowl2@charter.net 
 

Non-members may subscribe at the cost of $5 per year  
(4 issues).  Please contact Paul at:  icebowl2@charter.net 
 

 
 

Sammies enjoying the Snow in Thunder Bay 
 
 

 

�
 

Nap Time for Nicky and Windy 
 

�
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Club Meetings  on Monday, February 8th, March 8th and April 
12th - 7:00 pm at Airedale Antics. 
 

Dog of the Week on Sunday, March 28th, 1:30 - 4:00 pm at 
the AKC Museum of the Dog. 
 

Samoyed Rescue Trivia Night  on Friday, April 9th, 7:00 - 
10:00 pm at the Maryland Heights Community Center. 


