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The Spirit of St. Louis Samoyed Club meets at 7:00 pm 
on the 2nd Monday  of each month, except for January, 
July, August and December because of special events. 
 

The club meetings are held at Airedale Antics  (dogs 
welcome!), 7316 Manchester Ave., Maplewood, MO 
63143 (www.airedaleantics.com) unless otherwise 
noted. 
 

Officers: 
President:  Paul DeMerath  
Vice President: Sue Schulze 
Secretary:  Marta DeMerath 
Treasurer:  Teresa Carl 

 

Board Members: 
 Monica Brzezinski 
 Sarah Dashner 

Suzanne Devaney 
Stan Niemann 

 Bill Szalkowski 
 

Web Site:  www.stlsamoyed.com 
 

Samoyed Update Editors:   Paul and Marta DeMerath 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Dog Days of Summer (Jersey Pech) 
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Sunday, August 15, 2010, 3:00 pm 
Our Annual Club Summer BBQ, to be held at Monica 
and Kevin’s house.  For directions, see page 6  
 

Monday, September 13, 2010, 7:00 pm 
Our regularly scheduled club meeting, to be held at 
Airedale Antics, 7316 Manchester, Maplewood, MO 
 

Sunday, October 10, 2010, 8:30 am – 4:00 pm 
14th Annual Spirit of St. Louis Canine Games , 
Purina Farms in Gray Summit, MO. 
 

Monday, October 11, 2010, 7:00 pm 
Our regularly scheduled club meeting, to be held at 
Airedale Antics, 7316 Manchester, Maplewood, MO 
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By Marta DeMerath 

 

Maybe it’s because I’m the Secretary and it’s my job to 
type the minutes, send out reminders etc. that I think 
about the Spirit of St. Louis Samoyed Club more than 
one day a month.  Maybe it’s because I’m the 
Membership Chair that I wonder, “who are some of 
these people” or “boy I haven’t seen so and so in a 
coon’s age.”  Maybe it’s because I’m a pessimist that I 
worry about the direction our Club is heading, the 
financial concerns, as well as, the lack of fraternity I 
see. 
 

I understand that for $25 you can become a Club 
member.  The $25 entitles you to a quarterly newsletter 
and the option to attend meetings, hear presentations, 
participate in Club activities and attend social functions 
such as the Awards Banquet.  I guess to me it’s more 
than that.  It’s an opportunity . . .  an opportunity to get 
together with people who love their Samoyeds as much 
as I do.  An opportunity to learn more or try an event I 
might not otherwise have a chance to participate in.  It’s 
an opportunity to help promote the Samoyed breed.  To 
show off our friendly and beautiful dogs in parades, 
educate the public at the Dog of the Week presentation, 
attend area dog events, or go to the National specialty.  
To me, my $25 membership fee also is a responsibility.  
It’s my responsibility to volunteer to help raise funds for 
our Club by helping at the Canine Games, 
Temperament Testing, etc.  It’s my responsibility to try 
to attend meetings and have input into the direction the 
Club takes.   
 

What are you going to do with our $25 membership 
dues?  Bury it the backyard or invest in all the 
possibilities that it offers?   
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My real name is Sammy Davis Jr. the 4th.  I was once a 
rescue dog until I went to live with Mr. and Mrs. Davis.  
The Davis’ named all their Sammies Sammy Davis Jr.   
I liked living with the Davis’ but then sad things 
happened.  Mr. Davis had a stroke and Mrs. Davis fell.  
They could no longer take care of me.  So, one very 
cold day I went to live with Mom Carolyn and Dad Carl.  
My best friends are my sister, Mindy and that bratty 
young upstart, Margo.  I keep very busy because I am 
the caretaker of the house and I have to keep the peace 
when the girls play too rough.  My other really good 
friend is Teddy Cat.  I like to visit my former Mom, Mrs. 
Davis, go to training classes, play with the 
grandchildren and go for long walks in woods.  I also 
love doing agility, playing with other dogs, and my new 
hobby-- herding sheep.  When I can get away with it, I 
enjoy digging!  I also just earned a title called rally 
novice, although walking around those cones doesn’t 
make a lot of sense to me!  (see my picture on page 8) 

 ����-��� ������ �
Submitted by Marta DeMerath, Membership Chair 

 

Kelly Thuet has been involved in the Spirit of St. Louis 
Samoyed Club as both a Vice-President and a Board 
Member.  In addition to her membership in our Club, 
Kelly is a member of the Gateway Sled Dog Club. 
 

Are you from the area?   
Yes, I have never lived anywhere else. 
 

What do (did) you do for a living? 
I'm a student right now, but I own rental homes. 
 

How did you first become involved in Samoyeds?   
The Samoyed Rescue club needed volunteers for the 
Safety Sam program. 
 

What drew you to the breed?   
I like all big fluffy dogs. 
 

Have you ever owned another breed of dog?   
Not as an adult, only as a kid. 
 

Cats?   
No, not as an adult. I had one as a kid. 
 

How did you hear about the Spirit of St. Louis 
Samoyed Club? 
I got involved with the Canine Games when I was a 
member of the Gateway Sled Dog club. 
 

What activities do you like to do with your dogs? 
Kouga and I do as many dog events as we can.  He 
went to four Dog Egg hunts this year and he has also 
been at PetFest.  We usually do Bark in the Park, but it 
was such a nasty day that I passed. 
 

Are there any activities you would you like to try 
with your dogs? 
None that I can think of, we try so many things now. 
 

What has been your favorite club activity over the 
years? 
Canine Games are my favorite. 
 

What are your favorite foods?  
Italian 
 

Favorite foods for the dogs? 
Anything that I'm eating! 
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from the Herkstroeter Pack 

 

Carolyn:  Really fun.  Sammy D ran the course like a 
pro--with one reverse back into the tunnel to grab a 
treat some other dog missed.  Karen (teacher) said he 
remembered everything and was watching me for 
signals.  I think I might even enter him in agility at our 
national specialty in October.  Even Mindy paid 
attention, did all her obstacles as long as treats were 
forthcoming and had a wonderful time begging treats 
from everyone.  
 

Sammy D:  Wow!  I do love agility.  Especially my 
teacher, Karen, as she has great treats and thinks I'm 
really good.  I most enjoyed socializing with all my 
Sammy friends and even sneaked a pee on one of 
those yellow posts when Mom wasn't looking.  I loved 
hamming it up and showing off for my buddies. 
 

Mindy:  Treats, treats and more treats!  Life is great. 
 

Carl:  Margo was really good.  She fearlessly tried 
everything, caught on immediately, and ran like a pro.  
She is so smart.  She just needs to slow down and 
concentrate. 
 

Margo:  What's your problem Dad?  I can do this at full 
speed, like I do everything.  Life is too short to stand 
around.  Gotta go -- things to do! 
 

'"������4���!�!"5  
by Magnus Bear Heatherly 

 

My mommy wanted me to write about our day at Happy 
Dog Spot and the fun I had that day. I really wanted to 
tell you about the snake that I caught. When Daddy 
takes me on our daily walk, we go all around the lake. I 
walk on sand at the beach, rocks at the run off and up 
and down hills. I like to go down the rocks and hunt for 
snakes. They hide in the rocks. Wednesday afternoon I 
caught one all by myself! I wouldn’t let Daddy have it. I 
shook it until it didn’t move anymore and carried it home 
to show my mommy. Daddy thought it was funny that 
Mommy wouldn’t let me bring it inside the house. She 
did make a funny noise when she closed the front door, 
sounded like baby Misha (my cat sister) when she is 
mad.  Mommy said she was so proud of me and that we 
should leave the snake outside so that all the other 
snakes would know that a great hunter lived here.  
Daddy was still laughing at Mommy when he left for 
work. 
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By Phyllis Massa Busch 

 

The Sammy club agility day was lots of fun and 
rewarding too. 
 

Lee worked Bing the whole time we were there.  I went 
back to the van to look for something and found one of 
Lee's laser lights out there which I brought in.  Bing 
loves to chase it when Lee plays with it. 

After the first couple of times of the staff showing 
everyone how to get started on the equipment, the dogs 
got use to it.  Bing took off like he had been doing Agility 
forever. 
 

Bing didn't care that I was sitting on the side lines 
watching or holding Carl and Carolyn's extra dog; he 
was keyed on Lee and the laser light.  He wasn't real 
sure of the tunnel at first, but soon over came that fear.  
Then you couldn't keep him out of it! 
 

Bing did rest on the way home, but was ready to play 
again with Brooke & Danny by the time we got home.  It 
must be nice to have so much energy, but he's a young 
dog (1yr) and lots of new adventures to go through yet. 
Lee was hoping he'd like Agility because that's one 
sport he really wanted to do with Bing. 
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When we asked the Club membership to complete the 
sentence you see above, we never expected to see the 
large number of responses we received!  We’ll be 
including some of your responses in the next few 
newsletters. 
 

- you have a dog hair lint remover at your office / in your 
car / at the front and back door of your home / in the 
laundry room to save your repair bills / in your purse etc 
etc…… (Karen) 
 

- your dog's obedience theme is "I'll do it myyyy 
waaaay!"  (Carolyn) 
 

- the birds in your yard can’t wait to line their nests with 
the soft white fur they find stuck in bushes in your yard.  
(Suzanne) 
 

- you have a 56 lb "lap" dog during thunderstorms.  
(Lori)�
 

- you have more hair care products for your dog than 
you do for yourself.  (Marta) 
  

- you’re on a first name basis with the vacuum cleaner 
repairman!  (Donna) 
 

- you start the day wearing a black suit and before you 
leave the house you look like Snow White.  (Lisa) 
 

- the other dogs in your house are wet from the neck up 
due to “ear sucking.”  (Phyllis) 
 

- if you have to keep your bathroom doors closed 
because your dog considers toilet paper a delicacy.  
(Jackie) 
 

- your culinary discussions center on the nutritional 
value of dog hair.  (Sarah) 
 

- you know every time there is an emergency vehicle 
answering a call, or when the storm sirens are going off 
or being tested because your dog or dogs are howling 
right along with them.  (Kelly) 
 

- you named your company after your dog! Chuckle-----  
(Grenville) 
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Anticipation 
�
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By Jackie Parchman 

 

I took Captain to the herding event just for the pure 
unadulterated heck of it -- not knowing whether he 
would attack the sheep, panic and try to get out of the 
pen, growl at Sandra, or spend his time sampling sheep 
you-know-what. 
 

But he surprised and amazed all of us I do believe.  He 
sniffed around for a bit.  Then turned around and looked 
at the sheep.  I would have sworn that he was thinking, 
"I know what I'm supposed to do."  Ears at half-mast, 
and tail streaming, he started trotting after them.  Not 
too close, not to fast, didn't split them, did both left and 
right circles--I even had the impression he was following 
Sandra's cues (but that might have been my 
imagination). 
 

In a very few minutes, Sandra came over and said, 
"That's all I needed to know." 
 

And I replied, "So now that I'm too old and lame, and 
Captain is too old and lame, I have a herding dog?"  
And she said, "That's about it." 
 

I was REALLY proud of him! 
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By Paul and Marta DeMerath 

 

Paul and I took Mac into the paddock first, assuming 
that he would do the best out of our three pups.  Well, 
like they say about people that assume. . .  Mac’s sole 
thought in the paddock was to catch and eat a sheep.  I 
don’t know if it was due to the cataracts (he could finally 
see a prey animal) or just a lack of herding instinct, but 
he bit the sheep at least three times and came away 
with bits of wool in his mouth!  Despite his lack of skill, 
Mac had a great time running after the sheep and 
almost catching them! 

 

 
 

Nicky pretending to work the sheep 
 

Nicky did a bit better, but only liked to work in one 
direction.  When asked to switch and go the other 
direction, he’d turn but not change his lead foot.  That 
made for a rather clumsy effort.  He also like to be right 
on top of the sheep which didn’t allow him to see “the 
big picture.” 
 

Leave it up to the seven month old puppy to show up 
her “big brothers!”  Windy went in the ring and sniffed 
the area first.  When Sandra finally moved the sheep 
Windy went right to work.  She moved the sheep in 
either direction.  She had them moving in a pinwheel 
better than most High School marching bands!  One 
sheep did decide that “enough was enough,” and 
moved away from the rest.  Windy went right over and 
brought it back to the rest of the group. 
 

�
 

Windy workin’ it 
 

It was a real eye-opening experience!  I’m just glad that 
Mac didn’t embarrass us and try to mount the sheep!   
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By Pat Schuler 

 

It was great to see Sandra again.  I took four Sammies, 
(Lucy and Catch-mine) and (Stella and Luke-Burkarts).  
We all had a great time and learned more about 
herding.  It is an art and quite interesting.  Lucy already 
has her HCT, so she went just for fun.  Catch, along 
with Stella and Luke had never been around sheep or 
livestock.  Below are some pictures caught during our 
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sessions.  Luke and Stella definitely show promise for 
earning their HCT.  However, I’m not sure about 
Catch???  Catch sees no reason to chase since 
everyone is line up correctly. 
 

 
 

This is not how to Herd….  (Catch) 
 

 
 

This is how to herd…( Luke) 
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By Sarah Dashner and Steve Miller 

 

It took Isis a minute to warm up to sheep herding, but 
then she decided they were just like rabbits with more 
meat.  She did a credible job of gathering them together 
and then figured out that if she cut one out, the others 
didn't care.  So, she would cut one out and chase it 
hard.  Sandra hit the fence with the bat to try to get her 
attention and Isis shut down.  Sandra thinks she may 
have been in trouble before for chasing stock.   
 

We hope to try her again when she has had time to 
process the experience and maybe done a little work on 
some basic commands.   

 

   
 

Bert Schulze working the livestock 
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- Celticfrost Windchill At Icebowl (Paul and Marta 
DeMerath, owners) took WB and BOS at the 
Champaign, IL KC show in Decatur, Il on May 1st (no 
points). 
 

- Evenstar’s Wind Beneath My Wings (Pat Schuler, 
handler) took WB and BOS at the Jefferson County KC 
show on show on May 7th (1 pt). 
 

- Mark and Lisa Heatherly would like to announce the 
birth of their new grandson. 
Arthur Conan Campbell 
Born 8:51 pm Sunday May 23, 2010 
Weight : 7 lbs 14 ozs 19 ½ long 
Yes, he is a red head!  Proud parents Carl and 
Stephanie Campbell (better know as those crazy people 
in Columbia that rescued 11 Sammies 3 years ago)  
 

- River City’s In The Nick Of Time (Pat Schuler, 
breeder/handler) took WD and BOW at the Corn Belt 
Kennel Club show on May 29th.  (5 pt. major) 
 

- Margo and Sammy D (Carl and Carolyn Herkstroeter, 
owners) each earned a 2nd leg in Rally Novice at 
Greater St. Louis Trial, May 22nd.   Each earned a score 
of 91 (out of 100).  Carolyn mentioned that if she hadn't 
messed up, Sammy would have had a 94.   She forgot 
they were doing rally and did a really fast agility finish--
on wrong side of rally sign. 
 

- Sammy D, Margo and Mindy all passed TDI and CGC 
tests. It will now be official because Carl and Carolyn 
sent in the paperwork. 
 

- River City’s Stella By Starlight (Pat Schuler 
breeder/handler) was awarded WB and BOS at the 
Mississippi Valley Kennel Club show on June 5th.  (1 pt.) 
 

- River City’s Stella By Starlight (Pat Schuler 
breeder/handler) was awarded WB/BOW/BOS at the 
Mississippi Valley Kennel Club show on June 6th.  (1 pt.) 
 

- Margo and Sammy D. completed their Temperament 
Test on June 13th. 
 

- Sammy D and Margo earned Rally Novice titles at the 
North County Obedience Club Trial June 27th, with 
scores of 83 and 81.    Mindy showed them up and got 
her first rally leg with 84.    
 

- Suzanne Devaney would like to announce the birth of 
her granddaughter Molly Marie Devaney.  Despite an 
early arrival, Molly weighed in at 5 lbs 14 oz and was 19 
inches long.  Her parents are Michael and Tiffany 
Devaney. 
 

- Jeff and Debbie Pech welcomed home their new 
puppy, Jersey, on July 4th. 
 

- Pat Schuler judged Sweepstakes at the Samoyed 
Club of Houston Specialty on July 22nd. 
 

- Pat Schuler has been nominated to run for the SCA 
Board of Governors. 
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Aug 2-3  Burlinton, WI KC  Elkhorn, WI 
   (MB-F) 
 

Aug 6-8  SE Iowa/Burlington KC   W Burlington, IA 
 

Aug 7-8  Crab Orchard KC  Marion, IL 
 

Aug 15-16  Gr. Racine KC   Racine, WI 
   (Roy Jones) 
 

Aug 21-22  Jesse James KC  Topeka, KS 
 

Aug 26-29* Topeka/Manhattan KC  Topeka, KS 
 

Aug 26-27  SAMS Specialty   Lake Elmo, MN 
 

Aug 28-29+ Elgin KC    St. Charles, IL 
   (Roy Jones) 
 

Sept 4-5  Danville, IL KC   Geo’town, IL 
   (Roy Jones) 
 

Sept 11-12 MO Rhineland KC  Sullivan, MO 
 

Sept 18-19+ Three Rivers KC  Purina Farms 
 

Sept 24-26 Gateway Cluster  Purina Farms 
 

Oct. 2-3+  Rockford/Freeport KC Freeport, IL 
   (Roy Jones) 
 

Oct. 9-10+  Stone City KC   Morris, IL 
   (Roy Jones) 
 

Oct 22-25  Prairieland Classic  Springfield, IL 
 

Oct 24-30+ SCA National Specialty Pgn Forge, TN 
   (MB-F)   
 

* - Obedience and Rally offered + - Obedience offer ed 
Bold type indicates INDOOR SHOWS at Purina! 
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Sept 10-11 Evansville OTC   Evansville, IN 
(Terry Blake, Trial Sec.  3417 Kensington 
Ave.  Evansville, IN  47710) 
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July 31-Aug 1* MO Rhineland KC  Pacific, MO 
(Judith Walker, Trial Sec.  P.O. Box 1634  
Fenton, MO  63026) 

 

Aug 14-15* JeffCo KC    Pacific, MO 
(Judith Walker, Trial Sec.  P.O. Box 1634  
Fenton, MO  63026) 

 

Sept 3-4  Quad Cities OC   Moline, IL 
(Onofrio)  
 

Sept 11-12* Evansville OC   Evansville, IN 
(Tricia Wallerstedt, Trial Sec. 1111 Harlan 
Ave.  Evansville, IN  47714)  
 

Sept 18-19* Peoria OTC   Pottstown, IL 
(Melinda Doerfler, Trial Sec.  14019 N 
Savage Rd Brimfield, IL  61517) 

 

Sept 18-19* Gr. Lafayette KC  Lebanon, IN 
(Roy Jones) 

 

Sept 25-26* Forest City DTC   Loves Park, IL 
(Connie Scott c/o, Trial Sec.  PO Box 828  
Roy Jones Dog Shows Inc.,  Auburn, IN  
46706)  

 

Sept 25-26*  Show Me Aglty    Columbia, MO  
(Carol Johnson, Trial Sec. 634 Fairview 
Ave.  Webster Groves, MO  63119) 

 

Oct 22-24*  Springfield, MO DTC  Springfield, MO  
(Margery West, Trial Sec.  5143 S. Dollison 
Ave.  Springfield, MO  65810) 

 

*-Rally offered 
 

Unless otherwise noted, Onofrio is the Superintende nt. 
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August  
8/11-Chris Roseman 
8/17-Kevin Scott 
8/19/04-Spirit Niemann 
8/20-Pat Kennedy 
8/26/97-Graff Sutcliffe 
8/31-Jack Worachek 
 

September  
Mindy Herkstroeter 
9/29/98-Jake Niemann 
9/30/09-Celticfrost WindchillAtIcebowl 
 

October  
10/2/07-Margo Herkstroeter 
10/3-Monica Brzezinski 
10/4/06-Connor Devaney 
10/7/98-Niko Kabler 
10/13-Sarah Dashner 
10/21-Marta DeMerath 
10/25-Gabriella Roseman 

 
 

�������66��+���.���!� �
 
Address:  1321 Robertridge Drive, Saint Charles, MO  
 
Directions from I-70:   take 94-W (First Capitol Drive) 
exit, go SW on 94 and continue toward Weldon Spring 
(~ 7 miles), make a U-turn at Mid Rivers Mall 
Drive/Pittman Hill Rd, turn right on Robertridge Drive 
 
Directions from I-40:  take 94-E exit if coming from the 
east or Highway K exit if coming from the west, go NE 
on 94 (~ 5 miles), turn right on Robertridge Drive, fourth 
house on the right after the 4-way stop 
 
Robertridge Drive is located between Kisker Rd. and 
Mid Rivers Mall Drive/Pittman Hill Rd. 
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By Sue Kabler�

 

Weiss  had to have surgery to have a benign (thank 
heavens) growth removed from his back.  He’s 
recovering nicely and no longer has to fight with that 
funny “upside down lampshade”.  We will be looking for 
the right forever home for him or, perhaps, someone 
who will take him as a permanent foster.  He’s going to 
be 9 soon and really enjoys being a couch potato. 
 

Barrow  has received a very serious application from a 
lady in Seattle, WA.  She’s very involved in full and half 
marathon runs and wants a running buddy.  How 
perfect that would be for Barrow.  The NW Sam Rescue 
group did a home visit for us and Felicia (Misfit Rehab) 
has been corresponding with her about Barrow and his 
special needs.  It all looks good, so we’ve got to figure 
out how to get him there.  Any ideas? 
 

Magnificent Seven  – That’s what we call the seven 
Sammies we received in May.  Their owner is ill and 
can no longer care for them.  We received word about 
them from Animal Control on Gasconade.  They are: 
Do, male, 5 yrs.old and about 55 lbs.; Nya, female, 5 
yrs. old and about 50 lbs.; Bud , male, 4 yrs.old and 
about 41 lbs.; BeBe, female, 4 yrs. old and about 38 
lbs.; Star , female, 4 yrs.old and about 40 lbs and 
Brody , male, 3 yrs.old and about 67 lbs.  The seventh 
Sammie, Momo,  has already been adopted 
 

 
 

Bud looking dapper 
 

 
 

Bebe looking pretty 

Bud and Bebe are being fostered together, while Mary 
Riggs is fostering Star. 
 

 
 

Star waiting for a treat 
 

The “Magnificent Seven” have had their vaccinations 
and tests, are neutered/spayed, chipped and are 
heartworm negative.  They all have good personalities 
and are very ready for loving, caring and forever homes. 
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By Carolyn Herkstroeter 

 

Margaret (Marge) Pahlmann, long-time Club Member 
(also an Honorary Member), passed away May 13th at 
age 98.  Marge and daughter Harriet joined the club in 
its formative years.  Both were extremely active in the 
Samoyed community, showing in conformation and 
obedience and participating in herding and other 
activities with Stashi and Ellie, under their kennel name, 
Modau.  Marge and Harriet shared the job of Secretary 
for our local Temperament Test for many years.  Marge 
later became the office administrator for the American 
Temperament Test Society and served on the ATTS 
Board of Directors into her nineties.  Marge was a 
member of the Greater St. Louis Training Club and was 
foster mom to rescue dog, Scout.  She will be long 
remembered for her kindness, cheerful disposition and 
her fabulous homemade Pizelles (Italian pastries) which 
we looked forward to at every club party.  
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For a complete list of event dates and times, please visit: 
 

www.sca2010.org 
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Spirit of St. Louis Samoyed Club 
Paul and Marta DeMerath, Editors 
3704 Rhett’s Landing 
Belleville, IL  62221-0414 
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The deadline for submissions to the Samoyed Update Fall 
issue is October 15, 2010!  Please e-mail your brags, reports, 
articles, pictures etc. to:  icebowl2@charter.net  
 

Subscription to the Samoyed Update is included with 
membership in the Spirit of St. Louis Samoyed Club. 
Please visit our web site at:  www.stlsamoyed.com  
For additional membership information please contact  
Marta DeMerath at:  icebowl2@charter.net 
 

Non-members may subscribe at the cost of $6 per year  
(4 issues).  Please contact Paul at:  icebowl2@charter.net 
 

 
 

Hi!  I’m Sammy D.  - Check out my story on pg. 2 
 

 

 

�
 

Wow! That’s a big puppy! 
�
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Annual Club BBQ 
Sunday, August 15th, 3:00 pm, 1321 Robertridge Drive, 
Saint Charles, MO 
 

Club Meetings   
Monday, September 13th and October 11th, 7:00 pm at 
Airedale Antics 
 

14th Annual Spirit of St. Louis Canine Games  
Sunday, October 10th, 8:30 am - 4:00 pm at Purina Farms 


