Samoyed Update

Published Bimonthly by The Spirit of St. Louis Samoyed Club

Volume 8, Issue 1

April-May-June, 2006

MEETINGS:

The Spirit of St. Louis Samoyed Club meets at 7:00 pm
the 2" Mond ay of each month, except for August and
December or because of Special Events.

The club meetings are held at the Bridgeton Trail
Library, 3455 McKelvey Road, Bridgeton, Mo. just
south of DePaul Hospital, unless otherwise noted.

Officers:
President: Paul DeMerath
Vice President: Kelly Thuet
Secretary: Marta DeMerath
Treasurer: Brian Hantsbarger

Election of Officers

The following slate of Officers and Board members
was presented at the May 8" Club Meeting for election
at the June 12" meeting:

Officers
President: Paul DeMerath
Vice President: Bill Szalkowski
Secretary: Marta DeMerath
Treasurer: Brian Hantsbarger

Board Members

Mike Steinhaeufel
Stan Niemann
Stephanie Ditter
Sarah Dashner
Kelly Thuet

Please Note:

Only Members who have paid their Membership Dues
for June 2006 to May 2007 will be eligible to vote.

A form is attached in case you have not paid before
the meeting.

EVENTS:
WHITE DOG TRIVIA NIGHT:

Presented by American Eskimo Rescue and
St. Louis Samoyed Rescue

Saturday, June 10™, 2006 at 6:30 p.m.
At St. Paul’s United Church of Christ

5508 Telegraph Road, St. Louis, Mo. 63129

See enclosed flyer for details. A great way for you and
your friends to spend an evening.

TEMPERAMENT TESTING:
June 11" at Purina Farms

Volunteers may still be needed—check with Carl
Herkstroeter to see if your help is needed setting up,
working a station, or taking everything down at the end
of the day.

Contact Carl at:
314-867-4755 or

herkcc@mindspring.com

CLUB MEETING & ELECTIONS followed by
the Annual Board Meeting.

June 12™ Bridgeton Trail Library

SHO N’ GO — July 15™

Charlotte Mielziner has blocked dates at Westinn
Kennels for Sho n’ Go in July, the 15" and in January
2007. More details later.

CLUB BBQ — Augu st 26"

Stan and Donna Niemann will host the Club BBQ at
their home on August 26"
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TENTH ANNUAL
SPIRIT OF ST. LOUIS

CANINE OLYMPIC GAMES!
October 14, 2006, 8:30 AM = 4:00 PM
Purina Farms at Gray Summit, Missouri

This year it will hosted by The Spirit of St. Louis
Samoyed Club + St. Louis Samoyed Rescue + and
The Golden Retriever Club of Greater St. Louis

* * * * *

MEMO: From The Editor

This is the first Samoyed Update Newsletter since Vol.
7-3, the May-June, 2005 Issue. Itis also my last as
Editor.

Starting with the July-August-September issue, the
editor will be Mike Steinhaeufel

Please help him by sending articles, brags and
information about events sponsored by, or of interest
to, members of the Spirit of St. Louis Samoyed Club
and/or St. Louis Samoyed Rescue.

New Editor: Michael Steinhaeufel

ckoalal9@aol.com

To all who have supplied me with material for past
issues, | am most grateful. The newsletter could not
have been done without your help.

While I enjoyed working on the newsletter for a long
time, | have reached a point where it is necessary for
me to pass it on to someone else.

We are fortunate that Mike has volunteered.
Marilyn J. Petzold

* * * * *

Note:

Also, starting in 2006, the Samoyed Update has
become a quarterly publication.

The Newsletter will continue to be a benefit of
membership in The Spirit of St. Louis Samoyed
Club, but Subscriptions for non-members will now be
$5.00 for one year (four Issues). Current subscriptions
have been extended to compensate for missed issues.

* * * * *

Conformation 101 Abbreviations

AOM-Award of Merit- This award is given to a worthy
dog/bitch that wasn't selected as Best of Breed or Best
of Opposite Sex. The number of AOMs is based on a

percentage of animals entered and normally given out

at Specialty Shows.

BIM-Best in Match- The equivalent of Best in Show,
but given at an informal, practice competition or match.

BIS-Best in Show- The best dog at an all-breed show.
This dog has, in effect, beaten every other dog entered
on that given day.

BISS-Best in Specialty Show- The top dog at a
specialty, or one breed show.

BOB-Best of Breed- The top specimen of a particular
breed on a given day.

BOS-Best of Opposite Sex- The best animal of the
sex opposite to the animal selected as BOB. If BOB
were a dog, the BOS would be a bitch, and vice versa.

BOV-Best of Variety- Similar to BOB, but given to
dogs that are separated according to color, size or
coat. A dachshund would be awarded BOV because
they come in smooth, longhaired, and wire coats.

BOSV-Best of Oppo site Sex Variety- Like BOS, but
in breeds divided according to variety.

BOW (BW)-Best of Winners- The top non-champion
dog. This is either the WD or WB. BOW isn’t awarded
if there isn’t an animal competing of the opposite sex.

GR1, GR2, GR3, GR4- Group placements. Given to
the top four dogs in each group (Sporting, Hound,
Working, Terrier, Toy, Non-Sporting, and Herding).

RWB-Reserve Winners Bitch- The second best, non-
champion, female entered in each given breed.

RWD-Reserve Winners Dog- The second best, non-
champion, male entered in each given breed.

WB-Winners Bitch- The best, non-champion, female
entered in each given breed.

WD-Winners Dog- The best, non-champion, male
entered in each given breed.

Thanks to Paul and Marta DeMerath for providing the
above list to those of us who are new to the unfamiliar

world of dog shows and their verbal shorthand.
* * * * *
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Catch up time..

Dated: July 11, 2005
From: Felicia Chesser

Our son, JD, who will be 12 in August, took the TDI
test July 9" with our youngest Samoyed, Tara (GBG's
Touched By An Angel).

They both passed! So they will be a new team going
to the nursing homes.

Dated: September 10, 2005
From: Jackie Parchman

Yes! We did it! Cheers got the third leg of her Rally
Excellent title today—the only deductions were for
me—>but that's usually the case.

There was a Sammy from Evansville in Rally Novice—
a gorgeous big male—Trevor, Paughprint Causin-A-
Comotion too, CD. He was first in Novice B, and is
owned by Sherri Alspaugh, Boonville, IN.

Dated: February 17, 2006
From: Kelly Thuet

Courageous Canine Awards

Milele was awarded a silver engraved frame, a medal
on a red ribbon that was put around her neck that night
and | got a nice sweatshirt.

I'm so proud that she received an award for her
therapy work. And I'm to be interviewed for an article
in the West County Journal.

I'm so excited about winning and it well get the word
out about Safety Sam.

Dated: March 27, 2006
From: Felecia Chesser

Our Tara (GBG'sTouched By An Angel, CGC, TDI)
to?rlf Winner's Bitch at the Columbia show on March
117

To the Rainbow Bridge  ......

King...The passing of an old soul

by Charlotte Mielziner, August, 2005

It's said every adoptive mother knows her bonding
moment with her child and maybe it is so with rescue
people also. King was nearly six months old when we
saw him in a small cage at Pass Pets, chewing on his
paws. This little white pup, undersized with a matted
coat and so poorly muscled he couldn't walk without
wobbling, touched our hearts. Jim and | bought him
just to let him escape that cage. On the way home, he
looked up into my face with those deep, dark eyes and
saw into my heart. That was our bonding moment and
it changed my life.

Safety Sam at work%a

This sweet little pup grew fast and strong. He gave of
himself in everything. He was ranked in the top ten
two years in a row in obedience for the Samoyed
breed. He wasn't the fastest in agility, but rarely
missed a contact zone or knocked a bar.
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He titled in herding with little training. When he had
taken his licks from cows and came back for more
bringing them to the pen in time, an old border collie
man said, “He sure did his breed proud today.” He
backpacked down many trails with me carrying water,
keys, treats and sometimes a slightly squashed
sandwich. He loved his therapy visits, looking deep
into the souls of each person he met. At 14, King was
the dog that tracked my steps in pouring rain to find my
keys in the far end of a field.

His best claim to fame was as our first Safety Sam. He
knew the routine so well, he performed tricks without
cue. He would sing his greeting as he entered the
room and wave to the kids. | will always treasure the
huge binder of thank you notes from the children. As
near as | can tell, he was petted by nearly 3,700
children in his tenure as Safety Sam. When the vet
was packing up her things. she said, “he sure helped a
lot of people in his life.” Yes, he did. God knows he
helped me.

| firmly believe that if we have souls, then God would
never be so cruel as to stop at our animals. Like Will
Rogers once said, “If dogs don't go to heaven, then |
want to go where they go.”

Thank you, King for everything, especially for bringing
out a better person in me. Not by demanding, but by
that gentle presence, loving and just looking at me with
those beautiful eyes. I'm so glad to have been the one
in your life.

Spike YaY4YsYa.

from Adrienne Schesnol-Kimmons

We have been really busy with fur kids. | have meant
to email you and Carolyn to let you know that Spike
died.

It is always so hard to talk about these things.
Right now | am tearing up.

He died quietly at home. He was doing really good, as
a matter of fact, | had just commented on how perky he
had been, and on Sunday, July 31, at 8:15 a.m. he
died.

We were getting ready to take him to the vet because
he was breathing heavily and couldn't get up and while
we were preparing the car to take him, he died. We
really miss him, but we must remember that we gave
him a good life.

Ricki YaVaY4Ya..
from Felicia Chesser
December 16, 2005

As most of you know, Ricki had emergency surgery for
pyometria last Saturday morning. She seemed to be
doing ok with the recovery from surgery, except for the
fact that she was not eating. She was back to the vet
last night and he thought she was doing fine except for
a touch of pancreatitis what was giving her an upset
stomach.

This evening she went from being ok one minute to
hard, labored breathing the next. We ended up losing
her to a sudden onset of congestive heart failure this
evening.

This is a difficult loss for David, JD, and me as well as
Pat and Charlie Schuler. She really affected all of our
lives in such a dramatic way, as she did with most
people she met.

Ricki would have been 15 on May 4™ 2006. In her old
age she was even able to earn her CGC and TDI and
serve as a therapy dog, and loved it all. But she
especially loved being in the show ring, so much so
that she would always end up throwing herself in the
perfect stack if anyone would reach for their pocket,
even if that person was a resident in a wheel chair at a
nursing home.

She has left a hole in all of our lives that nothing will
ever fill.

Ricki — CH Capra's Riding The Edge, CGC, TDI —
Multiple Best of Breed winner.

Thanks for all of your thoughts and prayers for us, and
especially for her. Felicia, David and JD Chesser
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SammysYa/sYa

In Spring 2003, Samson was about 10 years old and in
need of a home and love. Sue and Don Kabler took
him in until &just the right home® could be found for him
and he blossomed with all the attention, care, and love
he received from them.

Josie more or less considered him an additional piece
of furniture that didn't play so she accepted him without
any problem. Not many people will open their home
and hearts to a dog that old and inactive but Don and
Sue didband continued to do so until March 29, 2006
when his health had reached a point where he couldn't
enjoy anything.

They made the difficult decision that this was the time
to let him go. Since Sammy and Josie didn't interact
with each other, she didn't act as though she missed
him.

Sammy, in his favorite resting place
on the hearth, with Josie Vi

Jenny YaY/sYa

She'd had a slight limp for a long time but in December
it was much more noticeable and she was obviously
uncomfortable.

When trips to the vet and an X-ray didn't show
anything but what looked like healed breaks in her left
foreleg and neck areaband medicine didn't help with
the pain, we tried a new vet who treats with herbal
medication and acupuncture.

That seemed to ease her pain but didn't help the
limping and by her April 3" appointment she was
showing signs of increased pain.

Jenny in June 2004

So we returned on April 5" for an x-ray. It showed two
breaks in her left leg and cancer was growing over
them and starting to grow on her spine starting at her
neck and continuing along the length of her spine. The
lumps on her leg hadn't been there three weeks
earlier.

Since nothing could be done to heal her, | had to let
her go. We had some quiet time alone for petting and
she seemed quite content. | held her as she left this
worldband was finally pain free. | think she took part
of my heart with her.

| am greatful for the seven years Jenny shared with
me, Snow, and all the rescued foster pups that she
helped adjust to life in a home where they were
appreciated.

Jenny's @mom®, Marilyn J. Petzold
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A Letter From Lexi.....
(Received in November 2005)

| have really missed my Sammy friends during this
past year. The ice storm kept Linda and Jack from
bringing me to St. Louis for the Parade last year and |
didn't get my White Castle Cheeseburgers.

We missed the BBQ in August because | was with
grandma in Chicago while Jack & Linda were 12 time
zones away in Russia bringing home my new siblings,
Nichole and Jacob. The kids also kept us from coming
to the Sammy Olympics because, at 3 I/2 and almost
5, they are quite the handful.

When we met, they wanted to run back to Siberia! |
eventually got Nichole to come sit by me and pet me,
then Jacob would help Jack walk me around the
neighborhood. Now I can give them kisses without
them screaming. Jacob throws my squeaky football
like a girl, but we'll practice more.

My favoirte Uncle, Uncle Lou, who used to give me
sausages and Landjagers without Linda knowing,
passed away suddenly in October.

We wanted to come to this year's Thanksgiving
parade, but thought that spending the holiday with
grandma and Lou's brother in Chicago was necessary.
It was Jacob's birthday too, and we didn't want him to
think that he'd get a parade every year.

Now that | just blew out my undercoat, the family is
moving us back to the snowy North. We are going to
Grand Rapids, Michigan and there's already lots of
snow. | will miss my Sammy friends SOOoo00 Much.

| had lots of fun at the picnics, BBQs, Halloween
parties, Olympics, and Dog Museum Day.

| wish we had lived closer so | could have spent more
time with you all. | will enjoy hearing about your
adventures in the Sammy Newsletter.

Wet nose kisses to you all!! Lexi
(Typed by Mom, Linda Woracheck)

From the Niemanns....
(Received in September 2005)

Stan, Gypsy, Jake and | picked up Nakita earlier today.
We took her to PetCo and got her a canine seat belt
and a couple of toys on the way home. After we got
home we took all three dogs for a walk. We also
changed her name. Her new name is Spirit. She's
really sweet and | think her new name is going to fit her
really well.

And a few days later.........
| think the adjustment period will take a few days, but it
did with Jake too and now look at them!

Gypsy and Spirit walk together beautifully on the
coupler, no problem at all, but every so often Gypsy
decided to have a barking fit. | get the impression
she's telling Spirit that she's the oldest and that makes
her the head dog.

| had them out in the yard a little while ago though and
Gypsy sat and let Spirit sniff her face with no barking
or anything else. They just need to realize that Spirit
isn't going anywhere and then figure out where she fits
in. | think everything will be fine after a bit.

Donna, Stan, Gypsy, Jake and Spirit

From Tracy and Craig Hoefer
(Received February 2006)

Rudy had a great first night with us last night and had
another great day today. He is getting along very well
with my other rescue Samoyed, Nikki, who | got from

Carolyn almost 13 years ago. Nikki will be 15 in May.

Rudy and Nikki are adjusting to each other very well.
We have not had any aggression issues. They are
affectionate with each other and seem to like each
other's company. Currently, both are sleeping
downstairs with one pet bed in between them.
According to my husband, Craig, Rudy is quite the
snorer!
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| brushed out Rudy this morning, in preparation for his
visit to Petco. He loved going to the pet store. We
received several compliments from patrons
commenting on Rudy's beautiful coat.

Rudy is a great dog. He already has filled an empty
place in our hearts. We are so glad that he came into
our lives. As long as he and Nikki get along, we would
like to keep him permanently. | will let you know ia
about a week.

Well, | better go for now. | will keep you posted. Good
luck with your Sammies and thanks for the advice this
morning!  Tracy and Craig.

Rudy showing how gentle he is¥a.

Rescue Report for 2005

Sheba Rose

Owner turn-in, Boarded at Pat Schuler's 3/9 to 3/12/05.
Fostered, and then adopted 3/24/05 by Gary and
Joanne Lininger.

Angel

Turned in by owners to Humane Society 3/19/05.
Fostered from 3/28 to 4/7/05 by Jack and Janie
Bennett, and adopted 4/7/05 by Page Ettle and Tom
Madden.

Dash nee Murphy
Boarded at Baronwood Kennels 3/28 to 4/12/05.
Adopted 4/12/05 by Jack and Janie Bennett.

Cuddles Valentine
Boarded at Pat Schuler's 4/10 to 5/17/05.
Adopted 5/17/05 by Matt and Vanessa Keller.

Dakota
Arrived in April 2005, fostered and then adopted by
Bill and Diana Szalkowski.

Cosmo

Turned in by owners to Cathy Pauley, fostered 5/9 to
5/20/05 by Jennifer Wolff and Michael Hawker and
adopted by them.

Trooper

Transport fom Picayune, MS SPCADbwas turned in by
owner's friend. Boarded 6/26 to 7/14/05 at Pat
Schuler's and fostered by Jackie Parchman till he was
adopted by Jim and Mary McLaughlin.

Teddy nee Honey Bear

Owner turn-in to Animal Control 7/2/05. Fostered 7/8
to 7/30/05 by Marilyn Petzold and adopted 7/30/05 by
Susan Wilson.

Rudy

Turned over to Rescue by Humane Society 7/8/05,
then transferred 7/14/05 to Baronwood Kennels.
Fostered 1/21 to 2/4/06 by Camie and Steve
Opperman. Fostered 2/4 to 2/18/06 and then adopted
by Craig and Tracy Hoefer.

Hope

Second dog from Humane Society 7/8/05, Boarded at
Baronwood Kennels 7/8/05 and then fostered by Cathy
and Mike Pauley until the present time.

Vinnie

The third dog from Humane Society, boarded at
Baronwood Kennels 7/8/05 until transferred as a foster
dog to Joanne and Gary Lininger on 9/29/05. He now
has the status of Permanent Foster.

Precious

Owner turn-in 7/26/05, boarded at Pat Schuler's 7/26
to 8/17/05, fostered by Matt and Liz Blind until she
was transported to, and adopted by Stephany Dewey
of Auburn, NH.

Nikita

Fostered 9/8/05 by Debbie and Larry Hester until
adopted 9/18/05 and re-named Spirit by Stan and
Donna Niemann.

Blue

Turned in to Rescue 9/29/05 and boarded until
10/16/05 at Westinn Kennels when custody was
relinquished to San Francisco Samoyed Rescue.

Tukee

Fostered 10/22 to 11/7/05 by Kelly Thuet, boarded
11/7/05 at Westinn Kennel until adopted by John and
Laurie Kuehnert 1/7/06.

Buster
Boarded 10/12/05 at Westinn Kennels until he was
also adopted by John & Laurie Kuehnert 1/7/06.
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And the Report continues for 2006%4

Josh

He came from the SW Missouri Humane Society in
Springfield, Mo.Bwas transported to Rolla and brought
to Westinn Kennels. Josh already had kennel cough
and couldn't stay there so Sue and Don Kabler brought
him to their home and fixed up a little nest for him in
the basement for his 2recovery 2 time. He is a lively,
very loving, smart little guybonly 35 Ibs. About a day
after he was posted they received a call about him and
the next day after a visit with him, he had his new
family.

Muttnik

An owner turn-in, about 6 years old, 50-55 Ibs.
neutered, all shots, etc. was bought from a unlicensed
breeder (who had cut off a large piece of his tail to
keep it from snagging in the fence??) six months
previously. The owner was moving and couldn't take
Muttnik with him. Jennifer Sullivan who lives in
Columbia did a visit to check on the dog's
temperament and have the release signed. She also
assisted by bringing him to St. Louis on April 15", He
went home with Sue and Don, who intended to foster
him. But very shortly they decided he was already in
his new forever home complete with a more
appropriate name, Nico. And Josie has an energetic
playmate!

Tribute  To Jenny
1996 — 2006

It is with great sadness that we say good-bye to Jenny
Petzold, a very special rescue Sammy. When Jenny
first came to Marilyn as a foster dog in 1999, she was
a shy little girl from the back woods of Tennessee who
had spent her young life tied to a tree. She would not
look at anyone and spent her first days at Marilyn's
house hiding in her crate, defending a stuffed toy in
place of the puppies she once nutured. With Marilyn's
gentle patience and TLC, and the help of her new
Sammy big sister, Snow, Jenny learned to trust and to
receive affection.

When Samoyed Rescue placed Jenny in a new home
in Lincoln, Nebraska, she became so unhappy that
Marilyn had to retrieve her and bring her back. Jenny
had chosen her own forever home with Marilyn. The
woman who had intended to adopt Jenny said she
wasn't the dog for her, but she was 2one heck of a
Jenny!°

Jenny —  Spring 1999

Jenny blossomed into a beautiful, outgoing, social girl,
greeting everyone with joyful wags and singing
everywhere she went. Jenny sang at tracking class, at
obedience school and for children and old people.
Jenny was a pet-therapy dogba Safety Sam for

school children and a welcome visitor at nursing
homes, singing much to the delight of the elderly.
Jenny sang when she went for walks, announcing to
the world, 2here | am; life is wonderful!® Even though
she was in pain, she entered the vet's office on her last
day singing her greeting.

Jenny is our Rescue poster girl. She is featured on the
St. Louis Samoyed Rescue Flier, a beautiful example
of why we do rescue. She touched many lives and will
be missed by many. One of my favorite photos is one
Marilyn took of Jenny smelling a flower. A photo that
says life is worth living and not one should be wasted.

Carolyn Herkstroeter, President
St. Louis Samoyed Rescue
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Reminders
June 10" — White Dog Trivia Night—
June 11" - Temperament Testing

June 12" — Club Meeting and Election of
Officers

July 15™ — SHO N” GO at Westinn

August 26™ -- Club BBQ

Spirit of St. Louis Samoyed Club
Marilyn J. Petzold, Editor

3620 Bradstone Drive
Florissant, Mo. 63033-3924

Subscriptions for the Samoyed Update are
included with membership in the
Spirit of St. Louis Samoyed Club.

Non-members may subscribe for $5.00 for
four issues during the next twelve months.

M. Steinhaeufel, Editor
314-838-6356
ckoalal9@aol.com
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